
 
 

 
 

 
Notice of 

 
Meeting of the Parish Council on 

 
 Thursday 12th January 2006 

at 20:00 h 
in 

The Village Hall 
 

AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Declarations of interest  
3. Minutes of previous meeting 
4. Matters arising 
5. Current tasks 

• RAF 
• State of roads 
• Housing needs survey 
• Parish plan  
• Health & Safety 
• Standing orders 

6. Planning 
7. District Councillors Reports 
8. Correspondence 
9. Accounts & administration  
10. Any other business 
11. Next meeting – 8th February 2006 8pm  
Sue Hill             Parish Clerk 

( phone              01491 837441 

:  e-mail   sue@hill1285.freeserve.co.uk 

mailto:sue@hill1285.freeserve.co.uk


 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Parish Councillors 
held on Wednesday 14th December 2005 

 
Present Neil Blake (NB)  Peter Lemaire (PL) 
 Brian Benson (BB)  Sue Pryce Jones (SPJ) 
 Sue Hill (SH)   
 

 Details Action 
1. Apologies – Dee Rosier (DR), John Lockyer (JL)  
2. Declaration of interests – None  
3. Minutes – Agreed   
4. Matters arising –  

• Replacement full size goal – awaiting installing 
• Basketball hoop – SH to ensure that it is painted green. 
• Village map – ongoing. NB/SH to look at old maps. 
• Odd job person – NB/SH to meet the 2 main odd job people to 

allocate tasks. Pavilion floor needs attention after the season as the 
paint is coming up when cleaned. 

• King’s Pool annual meeting – notes to go in Ewelme News Jan 2006. 
• SH had confirmed with OCC that they would continue minor highway 

management, and that the Council did not wish to take on any tasks. 
• Parking problems – Councillors discussed the problem of the people 

using the car park late at night, with following smashing of car 
windows on several evenings. JL had reported that the police 
suggested a barrier on the car park which could be locked at night. 
JL had offered to organize opening/closing of the barrier. Paul Wyatt 
had quote £600 + VAT to install including posts along road side of 
car park. It was suggested and agreed that reflectors/high visibility 
tape should be used on the barrier to prevent accidents, it should be 
a combination lock so that Ford’s Farm can have the number, it 
could initially be locked only in the winter months. SPJ proposed to 
spend the money on putting a barrier in, PL seconded it, all agreed. 

• Parking for football – SH to contact Steve Abbot re an ad in Ewelme 
News. 
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5. Current tasks –  

RAF – NB/BB had met with RAF. Although they understood the concerns of 
residents, their job is to provide battle-fit crew which have to be trained. The 
RAF also has problems with discipline on camp, but with few RAF police 
they are unable to help patrol outside the camp. They agreed that events 
organised on the base need to be better communicated to locals, including 
the fact that many are fund-raising for charities.  
State of roads – Martyn’s Way now done. Mud on the road at the top of 
Firebrass Hill and in Clack’s Lane had been reported to OCC/SODC. SH to 
look at the parish boundary with regard to Clack’s Lane. The road report still 
needed to by done by DR/SH. SH informed Council that roads were to be a 
priority next year. 
Affordable Housing – Meeting with Suzanne Willers had been positive, all 
agreed that an open meeting should be planned for early March next year.  
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Parish plan – Principal need is to identify a resident to champion the idea. 
All to make a list of possible volunteers, PL to put an ad in Ewelme News. 
NB to begin writing application in meantime. 
Health and safety – Bridleways Officer had been to look at footpath through 
the new pig area (on right of Cat Lane as it goes to the Watlington road) and 
was “going to keep an eye on it”. SH had contacted OCC and SODC. SH 
had reported damaged signs in Prospect lane.  
BB reported that ambulances were experiencing difficulties in locating 
properties, also the pub had asked SH if a house map was available as they 
get requests for directions. NB/SH/Carol Sawbridge to design a map. 
Rabbits Hill – sign in hedge is hidden. NB to ask Ford’s Farm to clear. 
Standing orders –  Following a discussion PL proposed that the standing 
orders be accepted with the change under Item 7, that the quorum be 4, BB 
seconded. All in favour. SH to publish on the notice board, website and if 
space, in Ewelme News.  
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6. Planning –   
Linden House – Permission granted by SODC for erection of 2 single 
storey rear extensions. 
High House, High Street – Demolition of existing garage and chalet 
dwelling. Erection of one dwelling and changes to vehicular access. 
Application withdrawn. 
Little House, High Street – Appeals decision: appeal dismissed 
Land adjacent to Loretto – Appeals decision: appeal dismissed 

 
 
 
 

 

7. District Councillors’ Reports –  
None  

 
 

8. Correspondence -   
 • Countryside Consultants – Statutory duty re AONB. 

• Woodcote Parish Council – Youth Service Budget in Oxfordshire. SH 
to send a letter of support, CC to all on original, concurring with the 
views expressed and asking what the next step should be.  

• OCC – Discontinuation of Dial-a-ride service. PL to put a notice in 
Ewelme News. BB asked that Council write to SODC expressing 
their horror that their lack of financial support has led to the closing 
of the service and asking why they no longer wish to support 
transport in rural areas. BB to draft for SH to send. 

• OCC - advice re weight limit in Prospect Lane. SH to contact Trading 
Standards Office  

• Tricia Scott and Lisa Holmes re sheep on common. Although NB had 
informally agreed to sheep on the common from Ford’s farm, after 
looking at the Grazing Rights Agreement it was apparent that they 
did not have such rights. NB to write to Ford’s farm and explain the 
situation. They had also raised the issue of generally falling price of 
grazing over the last few years. All agreed that the grazing value of 
the land should be reassessed independently. All agreed that a 
notice period re grazing animals should be implemented in future. 
NB to respond to concerned residents.  

Meetings/consultations: 
• OCC – Children and young people’s plan 
• OCC – fares and ticketing. NB to complete questionnaire. 
• OCC - Information strategy Consultation. 
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9. Accounts & Administration –  
Payments in: £12 for Ewelme News ads 
Cheques signed at meeting: Universal Play (£799), Thames Water 
(£125.34), clerk’s wages (£193.50), Colourplus (£207.27). 
Cheques signed between meetings: none 
JL noted that there had been no donation from the cricketers. SH to contact  
them. 
All accepted the current financial summary provided by SH. 
Precept: No large tasks were planned, it was agreed that a village plan will 
indicate future new tasks which could be affect the 2006/7 precept. An 
increase in precept might then be justified. PL proposed that the precept be 
kept at this years level, SPJ seconded and all were in favour. SH to confirm 
to SODC at the end of the 1st week of Jan. 
SH presented an updated summary of the play area. The project had come 
in under budget (£50k), at a total of £35,235 of which £9000 had been paid 
by Parish Council. NB to summarise in Ewelme News. 
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10. AOB – 

• Xmas cards should be sent to RAF, emails to TOE/ORCC/SODC 
grant team and Grundons. 

• SC had asked for feedback on a glass bank in Ewelme. Councillors 
generally felt that it was not essential and would have difficulty 
knowing where to place it.  

 
SH 

 11. Meeting ended at 9.50 pm  
12. Dates of next meetings – Thursday 12th January and Wednesday 8th 

February 2006 at 8pm, village hall 
 

 


