
   



Editorial 

Welcome to the ‘autumnal’ edition of the Ewelme News. The heat (?) of the 
summer is now past, the evenings are drawing in and I seem to be wearing 
jumpers more regularly! This past August was a strange month with very odd 
combinations of weather; radio and television visiting the village; a 
wonderfully successful barn dance and annual Village Show; many people 
disappearing to exotic locations for holidays and the rest of us plodding on 
here in the village. 

The barn dance held in the marquee on the recreation ground was a real 
success – lots of fun and laughter and, from some, very nifty footwork. The 
group, Tinker’s Ditch, were excellent. The ‘caller’ went through the various 
dances slowly first of all and then it was every man, woman and child for 
themselves! It was real fun - it didn’t seem to matter that people 

tur
ned the wrong way, ended up with a different partner, danced 9 steps instead 
of 6 – it was just wonderful. It was especially good to see all the ages 
represented and taking part. Personally, I would love to see this as an annual 
occurrence. The food was excellent and a variety of drinks well served to cater 



for the 200 + people who attended. Congratulations to the PCC and the Cricket 
Club for organising the barn dance and long may the tradition continue. 

The following Monday the recreation ground was heaving again when the 
crowds descended for the annual Village Show organised by the Ewelme 
Horticultural Society. It was a gorgeous afternoon and the event must have 
been a great success judging by the number of people in attendance. The 

ma
rquee was full of excellent exhibits which included vegetables, flowers, cakes, 
jams, pictures, models, photographs etc. Outside the marquee, the atmosphere 
almost resembled a traditional fete with every possible attraction to cater for 
every taste. Such was the success of the afternoon that the well-stocked ‘teas 
department’ actually ran out of cakes to sell! It really was a superb village 
afternoon which was enjoyed by everyone who attended. I’m looking forward 
to August 2010 already – although I shall be a whole year older! 

The Editor 



Parish Council 

Many people had their sleep disturbed during August with lorries thundering 
through the village at all hours of the day and night. They were delivering 
planings (the scraped-off road surface) from the A404 M near Maidenhead to 
the Hazell and Jefferies depot at the junction of Eyres Lane and the B4009 
here in Ewelme. This caused much consternation as over 80 vehicles were 
recorded on Green Lane during one night and day! This then led to a well-
attended Parish Council meeting where we tried to come up with a strategy to 
avoid a repetition of this kind of thoughtless business behaviour. Oxfordshire 
County Council was contacted as they were supposed to be sorting out this 
problem for over two years. The Parish Council issued a press release to all 
sections of the media and the flood gates opened! Radio Oxford arrived early 
one morning and set up their equipment at the bottom of Green Lane to 
interview resident John Cooper and Councillor David Cooper about the 
situation. It was very strange, but during the whole time that the Radio Oxford 
vehicle was parked there, not a single speeding car was seen on Green Lane! 

We then had the BBC local news cameras arrive and they filmed throughout 
the day on Green Lane and also outside the Hazell and Jefferies depot. I don’t 
understand why it was that no representative from Hazell and Jefferies was 
interviewed to put their case. They were given the opportunity by the BBC but 
declined to be interviewed. This meant that the idea of offering a ‘balanced 
argument’ to viewers and listeners was thrown out of the window. They did, 
however, decide to re-route lorries for the following weekend when more 
planings were due to be delivered. Maybe they were trying to turn the rather 
negative publicity that they received from all this into a positive – ie, ‘we are 
thinking about the residents of Ewelme’!   

Many years ago the atmosphere between Grundons and the local residents was 
very similar. There was suspicion possibly on both sides. To resolve the 
situation amicably the Grundon Liaison Committee was set up for discussion 
with the local villages of Benson, Ewelme and Crowmarsh and Grundons. 
This gave villages a chance to discuss openly their fears and for Grundons to 
put forward their plans for the future. This dialogue has proved invaluable 
over the years and I just hope that a similar liaison can be built up with Hazell 
and Jefferies. The ball is certainly in their court. 

Peter Lemaire, Chairman, Ewelme Parish Council 



Mill Stream Surgery 

It’s seasonal flu immunisation time again! 

There has been a lot in the news about vaccination for swine flu; we await 
further news on this. Meanwhile, we have set up clinics for vaccination against 
seasonal flu, as usual. Seasonal flu is an unpleasant illness and can lead to 
really serious diseases like bronchitis or pneumonia. If you are aged 65 and 
over, or if you are under 65 and have  

· diabetes,  
· chronic heart disease,  
· chronic lung disease,  
· chronic renal disease,  
· chronic liver disease, 
· a suppressed immune system, 
· asthma requiring continuous inhaled steroids, or have had an 

exacerbation requiring steroid tablets, 

or if you have had a stroke or TIAs, then please contact the surgery to book 
your appointment for your annual flu vaccination. We will be running a large 
Saturday flu clinic on 10 October, as well as one on a weekday morning for 
those of you who prefer to come in the week.   

Children who have previously been admitted to hospital for lower respiratory 
tract infections are included in the flu vaccination campaign too. 

If you are in receipt of a carer’s allowance, or are a main carer, it may also be 
advisable to be vaccinated.   

As before poultry workers have been included in the campaign. There are 
guidelines for this so please contact Alison Richmond at the surgery if you are 
involved in handling, killing or cleaning poultry areas or equipment. It is 
important to remember that seasonal influenza vaccine protects against 
seasonal human influenza but does not protect against H1N1 (swine) 
influenza.   

Don’t leave yourself unprotected – phone for an appointment today. 

Alison Richmond, Practice Nurse, Mill Stream Surgery 



Millstream Day Centre 

Membership Invitation – free “taster” lunch! 

We have vacancies in our membership – would you like to join?  Singles or 
couples welcome. 

If you are of retirement age and live in Benson, Ewelme, Preston Crowmarsh, 
Berrick Salome or Roke you are eligible. 

We meet on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 10:30 am onwards for a 
cup of tea or coffee and biscuits, a chat, game of cards, dominoes etc followed 
at 12:20 pm by a two course lunch. The normal price for this is £3 but 
potential members are invited this Autumn to come free of charge for one 
meal to see if they would like to join. You would not be committed to all three 
days if you joined. You could come one, two or three days each week, just as 
it suited you.    

Phone the Manager, Ian Brown, on 01491 834889 during the mornings of 
Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays to book a free meal. First come first served!    

Ian Brown, Millstream Day Centre Manager 

Limuru Childrens’ Centre 

Charity Brunch – 19 July 

Considering we had torrential rain on and off for most of the day, our spirits 
were not dampened. Our thanks to everyone who turned out to support this 
very worthy cause on such a miserable day. With the help of everyone, 
especially the team of helpers in the kitchen and the young people collecting 
plates and glasses outside, we managed to raise £1 700 profit.  This amazing 
amount will go a long way to fund some very essential equipment for the 
Limuru Childrens’ Centre in Nairobi. 

After a very successful evening last Christmas we have decided, and by public 
demand, to put on another evening of live entertainment plus evening meal. 
The proceeds from this evening will also go to the Centre. The venue will be 
the Ewelme Village Hall, the date – 20 December. Please book your tickets 



well in advance as they are selling fast. Tickets are available from Sandra 
Ayling, 01491 834556, Gemma Benoliel, 01491 838849 and Cynthia 
Winfield, 01491 835687 

Sandra Ayling 

The following is an email sent from Patrick – who runs the Limuru Childrens’ 
Centre – to Gemma Benoliel – his British contact here in Ewelme. 

Hello Gemma 

Thanks for your mail and I am so sorry for the delay in sending you the info 
on the kitchen! But pleased to know that all is well and as you can see, our 
kitchen has really changed and things are working out just fine. Just think, we 
are having 'home made' bread! The kids love the bread and are even keen to 
learn how to make it themselves! 

I 
have yet to get the stainless sink connected with water (pipes and all), but still 
working on it. I had to purchase a new stove at the K-branch which is made 
somehow differently and even more efficient from a different fabricator! 



Meanwhile, I hope you are all well and doing well. Thank you for your great 
work Gemma and your friends. We do really appreciate all the efforts you 
have made towards this very needed improvement of our kitchen. It makes 
such a big difference! 
Linda just travelled recently from back the UK and I have not met with her but 
will soon. I have copied her this email. 
Please let everyone know we are ever so grateful and we wish them all well. 
Hoping that someday in the future, they will be able to come and visit with us! 
God bless you all for all you do for our kids and the L.C.C. programme. 
Lots of love. 
Patrick and the children of Limuru 

ONE MAN ON THE BUMMEL 
An entertainment celebrating the 150th birthday of 

JEROME K. JEROME 
with 

JEREMY NICHOLAS 

Friday 9 October starting at 7:30 pm 
Ewelme Village Hall 

Tickets £10 to include wine and canapés 

2009 is the sesquicentenary of the birth of Jerome Klapka Jerome, author of 
one of the funniest books ever written. Three Men in a Boat, first published in 
1889, has never been out of print and has been translated into nearly every 
language in the world (including Inuit and Pitman’s shorthand), dramatised 
many times, filmed at least four times and been turned into a musical. 

Jeremy Nicholas, whose performance in his own adaptation of Three Men in a 
Boat ran for four months in the West End, won him an Olivier Award 
nomination and was filmed for Channel 4, presents a portrait of Jerome’s life 
and work. 

As well as performing extracts from Three Men in a Boat, its sequel Three 
Men on the Bummel, Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow, On the Stage and Off



and other Jerome works, Jeremy Nicholas tells the story of Jerome’s life with 
extracts from his autobiography, My Life and Times, and many newly-
discovered details that have only recently come to light. 

Jeremy Nicholas is an accomplished and entertaining speaker as well as being 
an actor, award-winning broadcaster, prolific writer on classical music and the 
author of eight books. He is the President of the Jerome K Jerome Society.  

Tickets available from Chips Gell. 

Ewelme Village Preschool News  

Doesn’t time fly? Here we are at the beginning of another school year. I’m not 
quite sure about whether time moves more rapidly during the holidays. 
Discussing this matter of ‘Relativity’ with other mums (there’s nothing like a 
bit of Quantum Mechanics to keep the brain working), I think we all agree that 
the first 5 weeks of the holiday whizz by leaving you begging for more. 
However, by the latter end of week 6 we are all longing for the return of Diane 
and her magical team to create a little order in our lives. I’m sure that now it’s 
time for school to commence we can almost guarantee beautiful weather and 
plenty of use of the new play area so sun-cream at the ready! The theme for 
this term is “PLAY”: a topic very close to the hearts of all our little ones! I’m 
sure that this will help our new children settle in quickly. 

At the end of the summer term there was plenty of fun. Amazingly we 
managed to go ahead with Sports Day, as, despite the sweltering temperatures 
of the previous days, things cooled down sufficiently to prevent the children 
burning to a crisp. Phew! The term ended with a fantastic party. Dizzy Dean 
made another visit and he (and his very cute rabbit) were very well received. 
We were sad to say goodbye to so many of our children but our loss is 
Ewelme School’s gain. We wish them (and Mrs Slatter, naturally) good luck 
for the coming term. 

During the vacation Preschool has been painted and improved. This has, of 
course, meant that the staff have had to come in and move furniture and 
replace it during their holidays. Thanks, as always, go to Diane and her staff 
for making Ewelme Preschool the wonderful place it is. We would also like to 
wish Diane all the best and look forward to her return in about six weeks time. 
Please take it easy!  



There is no specific news about our fundraising, except to warn you to watch 
this space for further details of our fantastic Christmas Shopping event due to 
take place on the Friday, 27 November . Last year’s event was really special so 
we hope you will be able to join us then. 

Despite losing all those pupils we are still chocka-block for the coming term 
and with others on the waiting list! Ewelme Preschool is open to all children 
aged 2½ to 5 years. We run during term time, Monday to Friday, 9:15 to 12:00 
noon, with extended lunch sessions offered on Monday and Wednesday. 
Afternoon sessions run on Tuesday and Thursday. If you are interested in 
enrolling your child, please do contact our admissions registrar. Please e-mail 
ewelme.preschool@yahoo.co.uk or call 01491 835413 for more information. 

Natalie Fraser, Secretary 

St Mary’s, Ewelme  

There are a number of special services and events taking place at St Mary’s 
during October and November. First of all our Harvest Festival Service will be 
on 4 October at 9:45 am, all are welcome and the school will be taking part in 
the service. All are invited to bring harvest offerings of produce, in particular 
non-perishables such as rice and tins, which will be taken to the Porch in 
Oxford for the homeless. The service for 18 October will celebrate St Luke the 
Evangelist and we will be working with the school on this theme. We are very 
privileged to have the choir of Merton College Oxford with us on Saturday 31 
October to sing a special evensong for the eve of all Saints. We will share 
drinks after the service.  

All Saints day falls on Sunday 1 November and there will be a special service 
at 4:00 pm in the afternoon to commemorate the departed. It will be a quiet 
service with some hymns and silence and the opportunity to reflect for those 
who have lost loved ones. We will serve tea after the service, which will last 
about ½ hour.  

Remembrance Sunday falls a week later on 8 November. The service will start 
at 10:50 am with the laying of wreaths, the reading of the names of the fallen 
and two minutes silence. This year will seem especially poignant as the last 
survivor of the trenches, Harry Patch, died during the summer. The service 



will be suitable for young people and it is hoped that the School Council will 
lay a wreath.  

If you haven’t been to church recently do try and find time to share with us. 
We have a slightly more varied style of worship and it is hoped that there will 
be something that conveys a sense of God to anyone who seeks it.  

Contact The Rev’d Jonathan Meyer for further details - 01491 837823 

Sunday 20 September 
  8:00 am  Holy Communion BCP 
  9:45 am  Family Service  

Sunday 27 September
11:15 am Holy Communion BCP 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Sunday 4 October 
  8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
  9:45 am Parish Communion, Common Worship - Modern Language 
                       Harvest Festival – All Families Welcome 
  6:00 pm Evensong BCP 

Sunday 11 October 
  8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
11:15 am Matins BCP 

ST LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
Sunday  18 October 
  8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
  9:45 am Family Service – St Luke the Evangelist 

Sunday 25 October 
11:15 am Holy Communion BCP 

Saturday 31 October 
  6:00 pm  Celebration Evensong – MERTON COLLEGE CHOIR

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
Sunday 1 November 
  8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 



  9:45 am Parish Communion, Common Worship - Modern Language 
  4:00 pm Benefice Service – Thanksgiving for the departed 
No Evensong 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
Sunday 8 November 
  8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
10:50 am – Service of Remembrance with laying of Wreaths 
  6:00 pm Evensong 

Sunday 15 November  
  8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
  9:45 am Family Service 

Sunday 22 November 
11:15 am Holy Communion BCP 

Parish Registers July, August 
Holy Baptism 
Evelyn Rose Hamilton – 16 August 2009 

Autumn Patterns – A letter from the Rectory 

I was intrigued to learn recently that for the peasantry and rural poor from 
Anglo-Saxon to medieval times, the hardest month of the year was not during 
the cold days of January or February but August. It was after the summer 
months that things became hard. The poor did not have the luxury of livestock 
and meat or fish were hard to come by. The preserved foods made in the 
previous autumn were finished and grain stores were exhausted. It was a time 
for foraging in the hedgerows, for making meal from acorns, (toxic if not 
properly prepared). Grain was often contaminated with ergot, which caused 
hallucinations. People were sometimes half crazed at the end of the summer 
months. No wonder the harvest was so keenly anticipated.  

In the modern world we have lost the true significance of so many things. We 
can see the signs of the harvest around us. We come to celebrate the harvest in 
church and in services at school but we have lost that feeling of relief that 
must have come when the last of the corn was safely gathered in. This year of 
course many farmers have struggled with the harvest but it hasn’t had much 
effect on our daily lives. Food and vegetables out of season are plentiful. 



Bread can be found with ease and so the bread made with the first fruits of the 
harvest doesn’t seem a special treat.  

Summer, harvest and winter are part of the ancient pattern of life. And 
although these patterns are still discernable they don’t affect us so profoundly. 
The pattern of people’s lives has been disrupted too. Sometimes in broken 
relationships, sometimes in social structures that don’t function properly any 
more, sometimes perhaps in a church that doesn’t always answer people’s 
needs.  

Harvest time and the onset of autumn is a good time to reconsider the pattern 
of own lives. A time to ponder on the fruits of our lives, a time to reassess 
patterns, to consider how we might discipline our lives to fix and root them in 
something worthwhile that will bear fruit in due season. 

A Benedictine Father recently spoke to me of his life. “Life here”, he said, “is 
monotonous but it isn’t boring”. The familiar can be good. I don’t think we all 
have to retire to a monastery or a nunnery but I think there is something to be 
said for imposing a structure on ourselves, rediscovering a pattern, maybe in 
prayer or meditation, in redefining our priorities, in considering the direction 
of our lives. Patterns needn’t be simple, but the structure they give to our lives 
can give us time and space to reflect truly on where we are. So trace a pattern 
for your life this autumn. It may help you bring form to your life, it may allow 
you to find more space for God in your life. 

Revd Jonathan Meyer – Priest-in-charge 

Novice Horse and Fun Dog Show 

Both events, held by kind permission of Marlene Edwards, Fords Farm, were 
very well supported and much enjoyed by a great number of novice riders, 
proud dog owners and spectators, the weather was excellent and the day very 
successful. A full report, class winners and photographs will be ready for the 
next edition. Thank you to all who helped in so many different ways. 

Committee member 



The Ewelme Society 

The harvest season has been well underway - evident by the sights and sounds 
of the massive combine harvesters in the vast fields round about.  The archive 
was presented with a brief but charming recollection of a small boy’s 
experience of a gentler harvest time in Ewelme over a century ago.  As 
mentioned previously in the News, Margaret Havell Humfrey visited Fords 
Farm last year and stayed in her former family home where her father Bruce 
was born in March 1897. The farm was sold to the Edwards in 1902, but Bruce 
composed this jotting circa 1928 after revisiting Ewelme.  (The second 
paragraph contains an interesting insight into the social mores of a Victorian 
middle class family).   

“Care-free days chasing blue butterflies – on the sunny triangle of grass at top 
of Days Lane. Riding down with dad when the golden harvest, garnered in, 
slowly went homewards, sitting on the great cart horses wending down Days 
Lane. Plodding out with dad or ‘the big boys’ through the lofty wheat; through 
the paths beyond the Two Elms on the hillock, out to Beggar Bush Hill. The 
surreptitious lunches of social biscuits and ginger beer. Getting lost in the high 
crops - and the joy of hearing dad’s voice again. The wild lilac bushes out 
towards the Warren Farm, the hares, the old barn and cottages at the Warren – 
how far away in a strange country it seemed. The harvest tea, picnic by the 
new straw ricks, in the swept fields, with mummy and the rest. Innocent happy 
days!    

Driving over in the chaise with mother and Trudie [his sister] to Appleford, 
through woods, past foxgloves, the hives and bees. The drives in the village 
behind ‘Tromper’ [the donkey], of whom half ashamed and thoroughly 
amused:  poor dear mummy’s hurt feelings. The little Wesleyan Chapel and 
the Primitive [Chapel] of which dad and mum were the support, instead of the 
fine old Church. The little pews, mother playing the harmonium. Yet we must 
not speak to common village children. Driving that long sad drive in the dark 
carriage with all that was left of little Ruth [a dead baby sister] poor lonely one 
– her deserted corner in the [municipal] churchyard at Wallingford. The red 
May trees in the great garden. Trudie as a milkmaid in a concert at the village 
school.”   



(The now derelict Warren Farm is to be found in a valley just beyond Potters 
Farm about a mile and a half from Fords Farm, but to a small child it must 
have seemed very far away along the farm tracks).  

Bruce’s mother Emily Powell came from the prosperous coach building family 
in Benson, whose home was the substantial Kingsford House (plus an acre of 
ground behind it). There is a family legend that strict Chapel-going Emily 
refused to marry Anglican Edward Humfrey for many years and that he built 
her a chapel in Ewelme. It could not be the Wesleyan Chapel built earlier in 
1842 so we wonder if it was the Primitive chapel once situated on the car park 
of what is now Suffolk House and known generally as the Poupart chapel. 
Doubtless Emily was embarrassed to drive about in a humble donkey cart. The 
Fords Farm sales particulars only mentioned farm horses, so the chaise must 
have been hired as the drive to Appleford to visit Emily’s sister would have 
been a trot too far for little Tromper. Intriguingly, Trudie overcame the 
stricture not to associate with ‘common village children’ by taking part in one 
of Mr Herman’s school concerts, and the identity of ‘social biscuits’ remains a 
mystery.   



The photograph of Tromper harnessed to the cart full of children (including Bruce next to the 
baby) is in the village book, and reprinted here.  Emily is the lady in dark clothes on the right. 

Enquiries are ongoing to establish the current copyright holder of the Carlton 
TV programme on the PRU mentioned in the last News.  Until that is 
established, we will loan the Archive DVD (or the video) on a contribution to 
postage.   

Neil Blake has been ‘volunteered’ to be the Ewelme Society’s ‘Production 
Manager’.  He is vigorously pursuing the reprint of the Village book although 
it is proving to be a difficult task to produce a relatively small run at an 
affordable price.  When new copies are available it will be widely announced.   

Carol Sawbridge for the Ewelme Society 

R N L I 

Please come to our Coffee Morning in aid of the R N L I at the Watercress 
Beds Centre on Wednesday 4 November, 10 am – 12 noon. Christmas cards 
etc, cakes and preserves on sale – there will also be a raffle. 

Betty Pike  

Notes of Parish Council meeting 8 July 2009 

Present: David Cooper, Melissa Fletcher, Paul Humphrey, Peter 
Lemaire, Vernon Miners 
Apologies: Theresa Redgewell 

Volunteer tractor drivers  – to be offered gloves and goggles when cutting 
the grass on the recreation area. 

Church Coffee Morning 
Ewelme Village Hall 
10:00 am to 12 noon 

Saturday 14 November 



RAF – TR and PL to meet to agree a way forward with communication and 
discuss a joint approach from local parishes. Families day – two tickets had 
been offered to the village for distribution. RAF Charity Motorcycle event had 
been held despite locals not being informed. Residents pleased that the event 
was held away from their houses this year. 

Travel to Wallingford School – PL had written supporting Felix 
Bloomfield’s request for free travel from Ewelme to be continued. A 
successful outcome. 

Gang mowers – councillors were to look into the purchase of a newer set for 
the recreation area. 

Play bark – this would be topped up in the children’s playground. 

Water bills – these were higher than expected. Decision to install meters on 
The Common to find out where main usage was happening. 

Stiles – had been replaced and many favourable comments received. However, 
shortly after having been erected, some people decided to use some of the 
wooden bars for a barbecue. 

Pavilion upgrade – PH to organise a painting ‘work party’. 

Car Park – the following alterations to the existing car park were 
recommended. Remove lower branches of trees bordering the area: straighten 
up the bank: resurface with marked bays: insert gravel boards to prevent 
movement of gravel: place new notice board near the gate or barrier. 

Planning – High House appeal was noted. 

Notes of Parish Council meeting 12 August 2009 

Present: David Cooper, Melissa Fletcher, Paul Humphrey, Peter 
Lemaire, Vernon Miners, Theresa Redgewell 

Hampden Way planning - concerns from many residents included - lack of 
turning space by garages; provision of parking for SOHA properties next to 
the new build; lack of space for visitors/delivery vans; width of the access 
track; drainage; sewage and water pressure problems; traffic exiting the access 
track; flooding; an existing need for garages. Councillors agreed that although 



there was a proven need for affordable housing and the site was good, it would 
be irresponsible to approve the application when so many concerns had not 
been addressed by SOHA.  

Lorry movements – on Green Lane had been excessive – over 80 from 1 
o’clock in the morning! Tony Crabbe, Oxfordshire County Council Chairman, 
promised to follow up complaints with the enforcement officers. A press 
release would be drafted. 

RAF – TR had made contact and a monthly meeting of the surrounding 
parishes and the RAF accepted. Microlight annoying residents again after 
being ‘banned’ by Paul Lyall the previous CO at RAF Benson. 

Bus stop markings in Green Lane – requested by residents that the larger 
bus stop markings to be removed. 

Health and safety – 1. Cars parking on the small amount of pavement 
available in the village to be discouraged. 2. Low branches on the Recreation 
Ground to be removed to allow safer grass-cutting. 

Parking on the Recreation Area – this will need to be raised at the next 
meeting of the Parish Council. 

Please remember that these are only random notes from both Parish Council 
meetings. A full copy of the minutes can be seen on the notice boards outside 
the Reading Room and also at the bottom of Green Lane. If anyone wants a 
copy emailed to them, just let Sue Hill, Parish Clerk, know at 
sue@hill1285.orangehome.co.uk 

The Editor 

The Ewelme Village Hall Management Committee 

This is a small group of volunteers from various village organisations who 
look after your Village Hall. Over the past two years the main hall floor has 
been renewed as well as the ceiling in the Reading Room. The toilets, hallway 
and Reading Room have been redecorated and two new sets of steps have been 
provided for the stage as well as new stage lighting. Anne Critchley, a 
committee member, is also the booking secretary for the hall, and with her 
husband, John, looks after the every day needs of the buildings – both inside 



and outside. This is not an easy task and is carried out meticulously. Peter 
Lemaire is our chair person, he does not do a lot as he is very good at 
delegating, but we love him dearly. The excellent preschool is our main 
benefactor and is responsible for the new play garden, which as we can see is 
so much enjoyed by the youngsters. This is just a mention to remind you that 
nothing looks after itself, someone somewhere is making an effort. 

Cynthia Winfield, Ewelme Village Hall Treasurer 

Village firework display 

Last year was our fifth, biggest and best display so far. People visiting the area 
from Australia, and Canada, who attended agreed that the quality of the 
display was totally unexpected for such a small village. 

However, there is a down side – it may well have been the fifth and last village 
display. Following the temporary closure of the Shepherd’s Hut it may be that 
we have lost not only our venue but also our major fund raiser. 

As well as contributing to the firework funds, a donation bucket on the bar 
raised over £185 from customers. We also very gratefully received £100 from 
Grundons and £100 from R Hazell Recycling. I also put in £100 and would 
willingly contribute the same again – the other sponsors may or may not. I 
have yet to contact them but even so we would still be well short of funds, 
unless both financial and venue problems can be resolved I am afraid the event 
will be lost. One suggestion put forward is that if funds can be found then 
maybe a village organisation could use the evening as a fund raiser for their 
cause. If anyone has any ideas I can be contacted on 07887 690674. 

Richard Luker 

Ewelme Watercress Beds and Local Nature Reserve 
Management Team Newsletter no 7  
It is quite amazing how much effort goes into maintaining our prestigious 
watercress beds and local nature reserve. From July 2008 to the end of June 
2009 (Chiltern Society year) we have conservatively estimated that our 
volunteers contributed around 3,560 hours in the maintenance of the beds, 
open afternoons, guided walks and educational visits and we are very grateful 



to everyone for playing their part. Since the start of the new financial year we 
have continued to be very busy with our usual workdays as well as events 
reported below.  

A special workday was put together for the BBC who wished to film some of 
the processes involved in the cultivation of watercress. We hope to see Des 
Dix in a starring role when the programme ‘Grow your own drugs’ is 
transmitted in the spring of 2010. We are not sure what magic cure it will 
prove to be – perhaps the cure for swine flu? -  but it is undoubtedly a very 
nutritious winter vegetable full of vitamins and minerals. To find out when it 
will be on TV keep an eye on the Centre noticeboard or the What’s on folder
in Ewelme Village Store. We will also keep you informed when watercress is 
available for sale. We have to set up a water and watercress testing regimen 
first. Although we only plan to operate on a small scale, using the beds outside 
Suffolk House which are above the influence of road run-off we will need 
some new volunteers to work with Des on a regular basis. If you are interested 
in learning a traditional craft please contact Des on 833313.     

Maybe you will have joined in with the annual hay making on the top meadow 
which will have taken place on Saturday 5 September. This is one of the 
highlights of the year and usually attracts a very good turn out to move the 
arisings onto giant compost heaps. As the old saying goes - many hands make 
light work. We hope that new volunteers will be encouraged to come to our 
regular work mornings the first Saturday and third Wednesday each month. 
These take place between 9:30 -12:30 pm. For more details or to add your 
name to the circulation list please contact Tom on 01494-836888 or email 
thomas.stevenson@ntlworld.com   

The first of systematic annual plant surveys was carried out on this top 
meadow by Tom, Juliette (Nissan) and Ann (Truesdale) under the direction of 
Ian (Stevenson) on an evening in July. This used a rapid assessment method 
and plants were identified from 20 separate one-metre squares.   The purpose 
of the survey is to show change over years and it was quite noticeable that the 
area covered by coarse grass is getting smaller as the yellow rattle spreads and 
an increasing number of species of wild flowers is becoming established.    

Many species of the animals and plants on site are being recorded in a 
beautiful series of photos taken by Tom and Des. Some of these have been 
used in promoting the Watercress Beds at the RAF Families Day, the Ewelme 



Village Show and at our Annual Meeting. Moth trapping was a great success 
with more opportunities to take photos. We had a beautiful warm evening for 
the BEST (Benson Environmental  Survey Team) annual picnic when three 
moth traps were set and the following morning with great help from Mike 
Wilkins a moth expert, 256 moths of 52 species were identified including two 
magnificent poplar hawk moths and many other very colourful species. Des 
has completed his annual survey for the water vole recovery project and noted 
10 latrines probably indicating three or four voles. We also want to know if 
any species of bat have been observed.  

The last of this year’s Open Afternoons took place in September and from 
October to April we will be organising guided walks. These start from the 
Centre at 10:30 on the first Sunday morning of each month and are free to 
Friends of the Watercress Beds. We also welcome pre-arranged groups of not 
more than 30 people from time to time. Our most recent visit was from the 
Chiltern U3A wildlife group. We received a very appreciative email 
afterwards to thank the guides and tea makers to say how much they had 
enjoyed their visit. We are also keen to encourage more school groups to visit 
the Centre.     

Chiltern Society members are encouraged to attend the Society’s AGM which 
will take place Saturday 17 October 10:00 am at Green Park Aston Clinton, 
near Tring (accessible along the B4009). Our guest speaker in the afternoon is 
Tom Oliver, formerly Head of Rural Development Policy at the CPRE. 
Similarly, all are welcome to attend the next Management Team meeting that 
will take place Wednesday 30 September at 6:30 pm. 
�
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Antiques Roadshow! 
Tuesday 13 October 2009  

10:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Benson Parish Hall 

Dig out your treasures and bring them along 
for valuation by the experts!  

Ceramics, books, toys, silver, pictures etc  

£5.00 entry to include 2 items and £1.00 
per subsequent item 

For more information, please contact  
Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire on 01235 

511152

Supported by 

The Coach House, 66 Northfield End, Henley on Thames, RG9 2JN. Tel: 01491 413636 

In aid of Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire - supporting local families 
Registered Charity Number 1113941 



Nature Notes 

I thought I was imagining things when I heard on the television that it was the 
wettest July since 1880. So I checked with Chris Jenkins and he confirmed 
that it was right. Otherwise July was warm, breezy and thundery. 

2 July - Malcolm Schuyl had the privet hawk moth in his garden. It is the 
largest moth resident in Britain, also the elephant hawk moth and the humming 
bird hawk moth. 

15 July – On St Swithin’s Day, as the saying goes, it will rain every day for 40 
days. It probably did. 

18 July - The kingfisher is back after being away for the breeding season.  Ian 
and Angela Harrison saw two young kingfishers doing a courting ritual in their 
garden. They were probably practising for next year. 

While Patrick Gosset was talking to Tom Sim in his garden, they watched a 
cheeky mouse climb up and start eating from Tom’s bird feeder only a few 
feet away. 

28 July - Liz and Richard Linnell’s cat took an adder into their house.  Richard 
put it back into a wood pile. The adder is poisonous but both escaped without 
being bitten. 

Cynthia Winfield saw several wheatear along The Hyde. They run in short 
bursts then they stop and cock their tails. They have a light body and black 
wings. 

On the 18 July a BBC 2 programme was filmed on the Watercress Beds, called 
‘Grow Your Own Drugs’.  It will be shown in March, 2010. 

Terry Allsop spotted a water rail down by the Old Mill on the 15 August, three 
months earlier than usual. 

Des Dix, our wildlife reporter,   telephone 01491 833313  



Police files, Ewelme
  

Smashed glass has been reported on Burrow’s Hill following youths been 
reported behaving anti-socially, no other incidents to report. 

The Environmental Protection Act 1990 – amended by CNEA 2005.
All Police Community Support Officer now have Fixed Penalty Notices for 
the following offences, these are supplied by South Oxfordshire District 
Council to promote a cleaner neighbourhood: 

· Dog Fouling 
· Graffiti 
· Fly Posting 
· Dropping Litter 

All 4 are £80 fines or £50 if paid within 10 days. For more information please 
visit www.southoxon.gov.uk 

The next Police Surgery for Ewelme will be held in Benson for 
November/December. 

Covering officers: PC Paul Webber 5578 and PCSO Sarah Talbot 9904 

Ewelme Village Show  
                                                                                                                                                                               
The Ewelme Village Show this year enjoyed a lovely sunny afternoon, 
bringing out people by the scores to come and see the Show. The weather a 
few days running up to the Show was unpredictable, and on the Bank Holiday 
Monday morning it was dry but dull. As if by magic at lunchtime the sun 
started to shine and for the rest of the afternoon it was glorious. The days 
following were dreadful. How lucky we were on the day!! 



The Show was advertised well with Ian Harrison having his ‘moment’ on 
Radio Oxford on Sunday. Thank you Ian for all the publicity.  We did have 
someone from the Henley Standard wandering around so perhaps we will be in 
print. 

We had a very high standard of entries this year. We had 530 in all, with 112 
of them being from children. The children’s entries are always a delight to see. 
They all work so hard. More vegetables were entered this year, so perhaps this 
is a sign that more people are ‘growing their own’. Keep it up!! 

The Revd Jonathan Meyer opened the event for us. Little did he know that he 
would later be helping out in the pavilion with the ‘Teas’. These were 
organised by Gemma Benoliel who had a team of very hard-working 
volunteers. Thank you all very much for giving up your afternoon for such a 
demanding few hours, and also to those ladies who stepped in at the last 
minute to help out. The ‘Teas’ are always very popular and quite exhausting. 
Thank you to everyone who donated cakes as well. 



We had a few different 
additional attractions this 
year. The archery seemed 
popular and they said that 
they had a good afternoon. 
‘Jester Giggles’ kept the 
younger children entertained, 
as did the enormous rabbits 
brought along by the family 
of Des Dix. The Bee 
Keeping was very interesting 
and sold lots of honey. The 
‘Bottle Stall’ was so 
successful that the table was 
cleared of bottles in the first 
20 minutes. There were 
several stalls including cards, 
quilts, gifts and Guide Dogs 
for the Blind, all who said 
they enjoyed the afternoon. 
Thank you to the Classic 
Cars and Cuckoo Pen 
Nursery who came along for 
the second year running. 
                                                                                                       A surprisingly ‘human’ scarecrow winner! 

It’s very difficult to thank people for their help without worrying that you have 
missed someone out. There are so many people who have helped to make the 
day a success - everyone who came along on the day to support us, those who 
donated raffle prizes, bottles and cakes, Vernon Miners who always makes the 
auction such fun. Thank you also to the Judges and Stewards. A massive thank 
you to the committee members who work tirelessly and make this day 
possible. They are a fantastic team. 

Phil Collins produced a marvellous plan for the field which helped to make it 
all run smoothly. Also his organisation of the car parking worked very well. 
Nevertheless, we still had an overflow of traffic that extended down the 
village. For this I can only apologise to anyone who was affected by this. The 
same thing happened when we had the Open Gardens day, which was a 



fantastic and profitable day for the Church but again had a massive problem 
with parking. 

It is unfortunate that when we have any event like this in the village we have 
no area to use for parking. If traffic continues to cause problems, it could be 
the reason that our village events could disappear.  Many of the traditional 
shows in this country are now disappearing and it is sad for the generations to 
come that they will not be there to be enjoyed. Let us hope that we can come 
up with a solution. 

There was a marvellous response to our plea for help at the end of the 
afternoon. To those of you who helped, thank you very much. It made our job 
much easier and quicker. 

A few articles of lost property are being held by Sheila Collins on 01491 
834359 - 1 baby’s dark pink sock; 1 child’s watch with a Velcro strap;        
1 small square children’s purse with a picture of Westminster Clock Tower on 
the front. 
                                                                                                                       

I would just like to mention the Barn Dance on Saturday. It was a fantastic 
evening and enjoyed by so many people. Thank you to the Cricket Club and 
Church for contributing to what was a great weekend for us all. 



Another example of chaos reigning supreme as we learnt another dance! 

Forthcoming event for your diaries: 
23 September at 7:30 pm in the Ewelme Village Hall,Gardens of the West 
Country. Christine Thompson will be giving an illustrated tour of some of her 
favourite gardens. This will be accompanied by a photographic exhibition by 
Terry Allsop. The admission will be £3 and there will be light refreshments 
available. 

Thank you all for your continued support 

Angela Harrison, Chairman, Ewelme Horticultural Society 

Village Show Prize Winners 2009

Division Winners 

The Lady Hambleden Challenge Cup – Les Bond     
The Arthur Johnson Rose Bowl – Louise Jaggard 



The Freda Young Trophy – Kathy Bainbridge 
The Mary Johnson Cookery Challenge Trophy – Tracey Perkins 
The Junior Challenge Cup – Henry White and Rebecca Mathewson-Coombe 
The Best Challenge Cup – John Spence 
The J C Bruce Junior Cup – Ophelia Morley 
The Roland Eustace Cup – Elspeth Wilson 

Specialist Class Winners 

The J Mclaren Cup – Des Dix 
The Taylor Cup – Sylvia Jay 
The Bert Rye Memorial Vase – Louise Jaggard 
The Winfield Cup – Louise Jaggard 
The Rowse Trophy – Max Taylor–Lane 
The Watts Trophy – Patrick Gosset 
Single Rose – Cate Glasson 
Best Hanging Basket – Pearl Winfield 
Best Scarecrow – Faron Watts 
Chocolate Cake Challenge – Tracey Perkins 
Design a Garden – Shirley Meyer 
Most Exhibits in Show – Michael Glasson 
Most Outstanding Junior Exhibit sponsored by Mr D Perry – Trey Watts  

Best Adult Exhibit judged by The President – Patrick Gosset 



Best Junior Exhibit judged by The President – Max Taylor - Lane 

L e t t e r s  t o   t h e  E d i t o r 

Dear Editor 

This month (August) I did my first two 2 hour slots volunteering in the village 
shop in place of regular volunteers who are on holiday. 

I would like to express my admiration for the way in which Sue Maniscalco 
manages the shop. 

It is a most difficult position to be in, part-time only and with the assistance of 
so many different volunteers, some, like myself, completely new to the job. 
She must spend many unpaid hours working out, in meticulous detail, how 
best to manage the situation. 

She has printed directions on what to do in every eventuality. Everything is 
labelled and job processes itemised to assure smooth running.  



The variety of stock, the way in which it is displayed and her approach to her 
customers and volunteers is outstanding. Health and safety checks and 
procedures are exemplary. 

Great job, Sue, long may you and the shop continue.

Hazel Sim, The Terrace, Ewelme   

Dear Editor, 

I would like to congratulate everyone who was involved in the organisation of 
the Open Gardens in Ewelme event held on Sunday 12 July. All of the gardens 
visited were beautifully kept and the huge influx of visitors to Ewelme helped 
to raise much needed funds for the Church. 

Unfortunately, the popularity of the event caused huge issues with parking and 
access up and down the access roads through the village and there were a 
couple of instances of "pedestrian near misses". 

The only comparable event in the Ewelme calendar that has drawn such large 
external crowds is the Chiltern Chase who have solved the car parking 
challenges by using a field at the top of Rabbit Hill. This is not a solution for 
the Open Gardens event as there would be large numbers of people walking up 
and down a road with no pavement, not to mention the difficulty for elderly 
and or disabled visitors who would have to climb up and down the hill. 

May I therefore draw your attention to an extract from the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting of 8 April; 
"The Council will consider gaining a license for temporary use of The 
Common as an overflow car park for a few days a year if large events 
warranted this." 
  

Indeed the Common was used for car parking at the Village Show on August 
Bank Holiday Monday. Please can I ask the Council to gain a license to use 
the Common for the next Open Gardens Day and for the other one or two 
Village events that merit its use each year. (Not the Chiltern Chase.) 

I would hate to see a road traffic accident happen at a future event for want of 
using the parking facilities that we already have at our disposal. 

Sam Gillman, Chaucer Court, Ewelme   



Dear Editor 

The Barn Dance 

When I was very young, a Barn Dance was held every year, probably at 
harvest time, in a barn at Ford’s Farm, Ewelme. Bales of straw were placed 
around the sides of the barn, a pig was roasted and lots of beer and cider was 
drunk. Music was provided by local lads, dancing was continuous and a very 
happy evening was enjoyed by all. 

On the 29 August this year the Ewelme Parochial Church Council and the 
Ewelme Cricket Club joined together to run a very similar occasion using the 
marquee on the recreation ground. The evening was a great success, much 
enjoyed by the very young to the fairly old; the music provided by local lads 
was excellent – as was their vocal entertainment; the pig was roasted nicely 



and the alcohol OK. A really 
delightful village get-together. 
Many congratulations to all who 
managed to bring this evening 
together, please try to make this 
an annual event. The evening 
was great fun in 1934 and was 
great fun in 2009. 

Cynthia Winfield, Burrow’s Hill, 
Ewelme   

Traffic and horses 

It would appear that the majority of car drivers coming up and down Rabbits 
Hill are under the impression that it is Ewelme’s own private race track. Or 
perhaps they are just in a hurry to get somewhere. I regularly encounter cars 
coming at me on my side of the road at speed on the bend whether at the 
bottom of the hill or mostly on the corner outside the entrance to Ford’s Farm. 
This I find annoying, but at least my car – if in a collision – is easily repaired 
at my local garage. 

The thing I find most frightening is drivers overtaking me on the said bends 
when I am riding a horse. I wear high visibility clothing at all times when 
riding, the horses are 100% fine in traffic, so why do drivers insist on 
overtaking me on blind corners? They cannot possibly see what is coming. 
Imagine the horror of hitting a horse and rider, even worse a child on their 
pony who cannot think as quickly as an adult to avoid a terrible accident. 

So, please drivers, think before you pass a horse on the road. 

Sandra Ayling and fellow horse riders 

Ewelme Village Store  

We have now been up and running for nearly 4 months and are pleased to 
report that the Ewelme Store is doing well. Thank you all for your support – 
whether as a volunteer, a customer or a provider of the many donated fruit and 



vegetables and other services provided by the shop. Each and every 
contribution is gratefully received. 

The first two months of trading were exceptional. Business in July and August 
has been quieter but still above forecast. Many of you will be aware that we 
decided to increase our staff costs, at least initially, in order to provide 
continuity and support to our volunteers. This inevitably impacts on our 
business plan and needs to be carefully monitored.   

We feel that we have come a long way since 2 May! We have learnt a lot – 
and still have a lot to learn! Recent changes include the introduction of ‘wine 
of the month’ at £4.99 a bottle, asking for a donation rather than pricing 
donated fruit and vegetables, and, the setting up of an oil syndicate which will 
enable participating members to benefit from a 1 - 2p per litre reduction to the 
price of domestic heating oil. Please ask for details in the shop. 

The shop itself is constantly evolving and we really would welcome your 
comments on things that could be improved on, or different items which you 
feel we should stock. We are always happy to listen to your views and would 
also appreciate positive feedback on things we are doing well. 

A number of people have expressed reservations about our pricing. This is 
actually a complicated issue – we have recently reduced the price of our 
smallest bottle of milk to match the price in Somerfield. The larger bottles are 
already cheaper in our store but prices can be misleading as milk is sold by the 
pint and by the litre depending on the store. There are 1.8 pints in a litre! 

We have also stopped pricing our donated fruit and vegetables and now ask for 
a donation instead. We hope that people will feel they are getting value for 
money and donate an appropriate amount – as well as being tolerant of the fact 
that items we have bought in, still need to be sold at a market price and at a 
profit. The new system appears to be working well. Do come in and see what 
we have on offer. 

We also wanted to re-iterate our thanks to the many volunteers. Thank you for 
bearing with us during the set-up phase and for all your help in the first few 
months. If you do have any concerns or ideas, please feel free to raise them 
with Sue or myself. We can’t always guarantee to implement them but we will 
listen! 



Finally, we would be interested to hear from you if you have retail experience 
and feel that you could help us analyse the first few month’s figures to see 
what improvements could be made. It is your shop. Please continue to support 
us and let us have your ideas. 

Sarah Maine, Chairman, Ewelme Village Store, tel 01491 825292 

Northmoor Trust 

On Sunday 13 September the Trust’s offices was open to the public (10 am – 4 
pm) as part of Oxfordshire’s Eco-Building Open Day to showcase their 
sustainable buildings at the foot of the Wittenham Clumps. 

In 2008, the Northmoor Trust’s offices at Hill Farm, Little Wittenham, won 
'Best in British Timber' at the Timber in Construction Awards beating the Tree 
Top Walkway at Kew by Marks Barfield Architects.  

The timber framed office built from locally sourced Douglas Fir timber, was 
constructed on site in 2005 by a team of about 70 carpenters in a joint project 
between The Carpenters Fellowship and The Timber Framers Guild. One of 
the key design aims of the building was to reduce the need for energy, both in 
terms of lighting and heating. The walls are insulated with sheeps’ wool on the 
first floor and flax, produced from the flax plant, on the ground floor of the 
offices. In winter, a straw bale boiler provides additional heating and hot 
water. Water for all the toilets and buildings is sourced from a bore well on 
site. 

Come and learn more about the Northmoor Trust’s sustainable buildings and 
beautifully renovated barns.  No need to book, just turn up!  

Sunday 4 & 11 October & 8 November: 10:30 am – 1 pm Northmoor Trust 
Fungus Foray. Find the fabulous fungi that are fruiting in the forest. Adults £5, 
Friends & under 16s free. 
  

Sunday 4 & 11 October, 10 am – 12 noon: Northmoor Trust Big Draw Wild 
Illustration workshop. Collect inspiration from the nature reserve and learn 
drawing and illustration techniques. Free. Just turn up! 
  



11 October - 29 November, Sundays 2 pm – 4 pm: Northmoor Trust Art of 
Story Telling Course (8 week course). Learn the art of spinning a good yarn 
with master storyteller, Peter Hearn. Adults £85, Friends £68. 
  

Sunday 18 October, 10 am – 5 pm: Northmoor Trust Apple Day Scrumping  
and bobbing to celebrate Apple Day. Activities from £1. Just turn up! 
  

Sunday 18 October, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm: Northmoor Trust Basket Weaving 
Workshop. Come and weave your own truly unique basket as part of our 
Apple Day celebrations.  Adults £50, Friends £40. 
  

Saturday 24 October, 2 pm – 4:30 pm: Northmoor Trust Fungal Foray at 
Wallingford Castle Meadows. Discover the fabulous fungi fruiting in the heart 
of Wallingford.  Adults £5, Friends & under 16s free. 
  

Saturday 31 October, 5 pm – 7:30 pm: Northmoor Trust Halloween 
Hootenanny. Fiendish party games, spooky tunes and ghastly goodies.  £7 per 
child. 
  

Sunday 8 November, 10 am – 12 noon: Northmoor Trust Tree Folklore 
Children’s Activities. Learn about the myths and folktales associated around 
trees. £7 per child. 
  

Saturday 14 November, 10 am – 4 pm: Northmoor Trust Hurdle Weaving 
Workshop – Riverside Meadows. A one day practical workshop making 
traditional hazel hurdles to take home. Adults £75, Friends £60. 
  

28 & 29 November, 9:30 am – 4 pm: Northmoor Trust Hedge Laying 
Weekend. A two-day, hands-on course to learn the traditional skills of hedge 
laying. All specialist tools & equipment supplied. Adults £75, Friends £60. 
  
Sunday 29 November, 10 am – 12 noon: Northmoor Trust Tree Dressing 
Children’s Activities. Make a traditional winter decoration from wild materials 
for your Christmas tree. £7 per child. 

Weekend 5 & 6 December, 10 am – 5 pm: Christmas Craft Fayre. Meet Santa, 
gifts, goodies, festive stories and Christmas trees.  Adults £1, Friends Free. No 
booking, just turn up! 

Zoe Burns, Web and Marketing Officer, Northmoor Trust 



Wax wanted! 

We are a local little enterprise producing unique 
candles made from recycled materials, such as 
unwanted and partly used candle wax, which is 
kindly donated by local people and Churches. Our 
designs are proving popular as gifts and we also 
raise money to support the Young Hearts Charity, 
our school PTAs and this year we are also 
supporting Help for Heroes. We make and sell 
candles for special occasions, including Wedding 
Favours. 

If there is a candle you would like for a specific occasion do get in contact and 
hopefully we can help!  Any donations of wax would be gratefully received. 
For more information please contact Lizzie Tandy on 01491 832610 or email 
lizzie@thetandys.co.uk  

Summer's Over - Spring Approaches 

Benson Players' production of  'Deckchairs' last May was a bright and lively 
production of short sketches, splendidly set in glorious sunshine which (if only 
for that element's subsequent rarity) some may now be sorry to have missed.  



                          
   
                                       Cast of Deckchairs - May 2009  
  
Bit of a team sport acting, but with less mud and more slap. It provides an 
opportunity for getting together in an atmosphere of 'orderly fun' and to 
present something (hopefully) entertaining to an audience, many of whom are 
old friends and who in turn, form part of the wider group. Certainly there is no 
shortage of jobs to be done and endless opportunities exist for personal 
satisfaction and achievement whether in the practical (set building, decorating, 
props and costumes) or the performing arts. Even better - No Experience 
Necessary!   
  



  
                                                   Set building 
  
The group has deep desires to widen the selection of plays it might perform 
but needs more members to complete the casts - male and female of all 
ages. In total, Benson Players has everything going for it - suitable venue, 
technical expertise, keen directors, massive enthusiasm... Come along and join 
in – timewise, a play takes about eight weeks from start to finish but most 
effort is concentrated into the last two.  
  

We have started planning the Spring 2010 production and if you are keen to 
get involved we would love to hear from you so please give Hilary a call on 
01491 826112. 

Hilary Banks 



Wallingford Air Cadets in Royal Challenge 

Local Air Cadets from 966 (Wallingford) have taken the ultimate challenge at 
Bramley Training Area in a competition to find the most adventurous Air 
Cadet unit in the Thames Valley. 

A wide range of activities was on offer to the cadets, all aged between 13 and 
18 years. Following a comprehensive brief the cadets took part in a night 
navigation exercise before sleeping under the stars. The following day saw an 
exhaustive series of leadership tasks, first aid scenarios, radio communications 
and complex computer-related tests. Despite the hard work, most of the team 
had a permanent smile on their faces. 

In total 22 teams lined up for the challenge held near Basingstoke with the 
Royal Borough of Windsor coming first. Despite the success of other 
squadrons, 966 (Wallingford) came 6th overall. 

Cadet Cpl Chris Ewers (16) said: “Wing Challenge was one of my first wing 
camps, it was great to meet so many new people from all over the area.” 

For more information contact: 
Flt Lt Annabel Cook RAFVR(T), Deputy Wing Media Communications 
Officer, Thames Valley Wing Air Cadets, telephone 07747 632366 

Village Diary 
All events are in the Ewelme Village Hall unless stated otherwise. 

23 Sep West Country Gardens with Christine Thompson at 7:30 pm 
30 Sep Watercress Beds Management Committee at the Centre at 6:30 pm 
  2 Oct Harvest lunch prepared by Ewelme School in the Village Hall 
  4 Oct Harvest Festival in Ewelme Church at 9:45 am 
 Watercress beds guided walks at the Centre from 10:30 am 
  9 Oct ‘Jerome K Jerome’ evening at 7:30 pm 
10 Oct Flu Clinic at the Mill Stream Surgery all morning 
13 Oct Antiques Roadshow at Benson Village Hall from 10:00 am 
14 Oct Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm 
17 Oct Chiltern Society AGM held in Tring at 10:00 am 
31 Oct Merton College Choir at Ewelme Church for Evensong at 6:00 pm 
  1 Nov Watercress beds guided walks at the Centre from 10:30 am 



  4 Nov RNLI Coffee Morning at the Watercress Centre from 10:00 am 
  8 Nov Remembrance Sunday service in Ewelme Church at 10:50 am 
11 Nov  Parish Council meeting at 7:30 pm 
14 Nov Church Coffee Morning from 10:00 am in the Village Hall 
21 Nov  Annual Race Night for the Village Hall starting at 6:30 pm 
27 Nov Preschool Christmas Shopping event – details to follow! 
28 Nov Wine tasting with FOES from 8:00 pm 

Cover picture of the Central Band of the RAF led by Warrant Officer  Richard 
Skelton ARCM during the ‘Welcome Home Parade’ through Benson on 10 

September 2009 following their great success at the recent Edinburgh Tattoo.  

FINAL COPY DATE 
Friday 6 November 

Either by email to 
pjlemaire@aol.com 

or by post to Firethorn Cottage 





TThhee ddaattee ffoorr yyoouurr ddiiaarryy iiss;;
SSaattuurrddaayy 2288 NNoovveemmbbeerr

FOES Wine Tasting at Ewelme Village Hall at 8pm
more details soon. 
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Ewelme Watercress  
Beds and Local Nature 

Reserve  

Guided Walks  

First Sunday each month 

Please meet at the Watercress Centre at 
10:30am 
������������������������������������ � �� �

4 October, 1 November, 6 December  

DVD of old watercress industry, photo, and historic tools 
display followed by guided walk through the upper and  

lower sites of the nature reserve. 

Coffee available afterwards   
Adults £2 accompanied children free 

- Friends of the Watercress Beds free entry -   

No dogs allowed, except guide dogs 
Stout footwear advisable  

Watercress Beds Centre, High St, Ewelme 

Further information telephone Ann on 01491- 835173


