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Editorial 

May I take this opportunity to allay some fears registered by many kind 
people about my bedroom window! Some months ago I decided to mend it 
because the bottom of the frame was dropping slightly. I glued the bits 
back together without any problem and then decided to shave some wood 
off the base so that I would be able to actually close the window when I 
returned it to its normal position. Here I made my second mistake – the 
first mistake was to touch it in the first place! The window frame obviously 
didn’t want to be ‘shaved’ and promptly broke. Obviously, the word shave 
at Firethorn Cottage is rather an emotive word! 

I took what was left of my window round to a friend who is a master 
carpenter, showed him and asked if he could possibly make a copy for me. 
Well, to cut a long story short he asked his son – who is also a very busy 
master carpenter – and the window is done but not yet installed. I don’t 
believe in rushing these things!  

Lacking a window has, however, made me very aware of the traffic that 
travels along The Street – sorry, the High Street. I would love to know - 
who the speedsters are who race through after midnight? Why should a 
Grundon lorry go past at 6:20 am ? Who drives through our village soon 
after 5 am each morning at a ridiculous speed often closely followed by a 
friend in another car? Maybe they are questions I’ll never have answers to. 
If my window arrives soon, perhaps I won’t hear them at all and needn’t 
worry about them again! 

As you can imagine there are many different things going on during the 
Christmas season that we are rapidly approaching. I hope to see many 
villagers supporting them because that is what a village is all about. A 
small but vibrant community that works hard and achieves excellent results 
– that’s what Ewelme is and it’s good to be a part of it. May I take this 
opportunity of wishing everyone a happy and enjoyable run up to 
Christmas and a peaceful 2010. 

The Editor 

Parish Council 

The water saga! 

Did you notice that there was a lack of water on Thursday 29 October, 
some of us had no water whilst others just a lack of pressure. Thames 



Water was duly informed by many of us. Did you know that they are 
obliged to ensure that if there is likely to be a disruption in supply for more 
than four hours then bottled water would be supplied to the village? Well 
this did happen, but it turns out, if it isn't used - Thames Water want the 
bottles back! 

Our Parish Clerk told me: “On my way to Benson at Friday lunchtime I 
noticed a HUGE pile of bottled water at the RAF crash gate. Wondering 
whether this was anything to do with Thames Water and the leak we'd had 
the evening before, I contacted Thames Water...who knew nothing about 
it!!!.... Worried that the bottles would disappear quickly if left there.....I 
called Vern who offered to move it to a more secure site! I got home to 
discover that Thames Water had called to say they wanted the water back 
as we didn't need it and would collect it that evening. No contact number 
was left and then several other people had phoned me .... so I couldn't call 
them back and let them know they'd been moved! About 7:30 pm that 
evening there was a knock on the door ....it was a man looking for bottled 
water!!!  

To cut a very long story short.....he didn't know why there were delivered 
in the middle of nowhere, why no one had let us know about them, how 
many bottles had been delivered (he couldn't fit them all in his van, so had 
to come back next day!), and wanted what was left back! 

For the future, I've arranged for bottled water to be left outside the village 
hall. At least there, even if they don't let us know it's there - someone will 
probably fall over it so we'll get to know about it!!!” 
  

Peter Lemaire -  with thanks to our long-suffering Parish Clerk! 

One Man on the Bummel 

We had a large audience in the Village Hall on Friday 9 October to hear an 
extremely enthralling, amusing and very entertaining presentation of the 
life and times of Jerome K Jerome, by Jeremy Nicholas, who had driven 
over from his home in Essex, to Ewelme that afternoon. Jeremy Nicholas is 
Life President of the Jerome K Jerome Society. 

The countless fascinating anecdotes about Jerome and excerpts from his 
books and plays, held our attention throughout the evening. 



The large audience for this unique “one off” event was drawn from all 
around the area, with quite a number of people coming from Henley-on-
Thames. 

The day started well with Jeremy Nicholas giving a very good interview on 
BBC Radio Oxford, 
subsequently we also had a 
good review in the Henley 
Standard. 

The stunning Thames 
boating themed stage setting 
by Angela Smailes and Alisa 
Mosley, using props 
provided by Patrick Gosset 
and others, proved to be a 
real hit with both the 
audience and particularly 
with Jeremy, who said it was 
the best setting he had ever 
had provided for such an 
occasion. 

The proceeds added a 
fantastic £700 to our much depleted Church funds, contributing to about a 
10% increase in income this year, which almost covers our outgoings. It is 
hoped similar events will allow us to balance our budget next year. 

Thank you so much to all of you who were able to support this event. 

And in 2010……..I wonder ? 

Chips Gell, Churchwarden.   

Notes of Parish Council meeting 9 September 2009 
Present: David Cooper,  Melissa Fletcher,  Peter Lemaire,  Vernon 
   Miners 
Apologies: Paul Humphrey, Theresa Redgewell 

Parking on the Recreation Ground – after much discussion it was agreed 
that the only functions that could park there would be the Annual Fete in 
May and the Village Show in August. No other parking would be allowed 



for any other activity. The Common may have to be opened for parking if 
hordes of vehicles were expected. 

Hog roasts – Council decided to increase the money set aside in the 
budget to completely cover the costs. 

RAF Liaison – the Riders Skills Day had been especially noisy this year 
as the bikes were routed so close to the village. It would be suggested that 
next time they were sited at the other end of the base near the sewage 
works and the main road. Everyone asked to support the Homecoming 
Parade in Benson. 

Hazell and Jefferies – David Cooper summarised the events so far and 
told Council that we are awaiting a response from Oxfordshire County 
Council. 

The Common car park – three quotes had been received to rationalise the 
existing car park. It was felt that the money needed to create only a few 
extra spaces was unrealistic. However, the potholes would need to be filled 
regardless of any future plans. 

Planning – SOHA had withdrawn their plans for affordable housing in 
Hampden Way. The Chairman would speak to SOHA to explain that we 
are still in favour of affordable housing in Ewelme as long as a suitable site 
can be found. 

Rear retaining wall behind the Village Hall – needs to be infilled. Sue 
Hill to ask someone to do the job. 

Notes of Parish Council meeting 14 October 2009 
Present: David Cooper,  Melissa Fletcher,  Peter Lemaire,  Vernon 
   Miners,  Theresa Redgewell 
Apologies: Paul Humphrey 

Donation requests - it was finally agreed to donate the following to 
groups that had requested donations during the past year: Air Ambulance 
£100, village fireworks £100, Chiltern Chase £100, South and Vale Carers 
£75, Homestart £75 and Sue Ryder £50. 

Village Hall – two sets of stage steps had been paid for out of the annual 
allowance. Rear retaining wall still to be done. 



RAF – dismay was expressed  at the lack of communication and sensitivity 
to the local community during the Riders Skills Day. Efforts are being 
made to set up a liaison meeting with other local parish councils. 

Play area – two picnic tables / benches requested. A tyre swing needed 
replacing and all bolts tightened. 

Pavilion – repainting should be rescheduled for March 2010.

Car parking  – following a recent memorial cricket match, a number of 
residents complained about the parked cars. The use of cones on the public 
highway by anyone other than the police is illegal and therefore Parish 
Council’s hands are tied. 

Common car park – a quote had been received to fill the potholes. This 
job is to be done as a matter of urgency. It was suggested that the whole car 
park should be resurfaced next year and money put into the budget to allow 
for this. Road planings could be used and we know where they are at the 
moment! 

Hazell and Jefferies – a meeting had been held with OCC representatives, 
Benson and Brightwell Baldwin parishes, Tony Crabbe (Chair of OCC) 
and John Howell MP. OCC representatives have maintained that as far as 
they are concerned there has been no material change of use to the original 
agreement known as a CLUED (Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use 
or Development). At the moment we are seeking legal advice as to the next 
steps to take to resolve the issues. 

The Pound – this is owned by the Parish and kindly maintained by Sylvia 
and Michael Jay. They had requested permission to put up some small, 
white lights during the Christmas period and the council have agreed. 

Stile – on the path by the old Greyhound needs to be removed. Many had 
questioned why it was there at all! 

Please remember that these are only random notes from both Parish 
Council meetings. A full copy of the minutes can be seen on the notice 
boards outside the Reading Room and also at the bottom of Green Lane. If 
anyone wants a copy emailed to them, just let Sue Hill, Parish Clerk, know 
at sue@hill1285.orangehome.co.uk 

The Editor 



Nature Notes  

Weather: September, calm and warm, the driest for 100 years. 

October: One frost and then many days of warm weather. An Indian 
summer. Frost and snow by this time last year. 

Ravens are the largest of the crow family. Their wings are broad with 
heavily fingered tips; a long wedged shaped tail and a large head. 

On the 19 September Sylvia and Michael Jay had a raven flying around 
their garden being mobbed by a rook. Some years ago the late Revd 
Williams saw one in a tree by the Almshouses. Not knowing too much 
about ravens I rang Tony Munday and he confirmed that there have been 
ravens seen behind St Botolph’s Church, Swyncombe for two or three 
years. He has also seen some at Pyrton this year. 

Some time ago I mentioned how valuable the common bramble bush was 
to wildlife. 

Ivy is also a valuable plant. Its flowers (a golden colour) provide late 
nectar for butterflies and other insects. They also use it for hibernation in 
winter. At the end of winter the berries provide a vital source of food when 
other berries are exhausted. 

23 October: Still several butterflies on site. The swifts returned to North 
Africa early this year. 

Des Dix, Ewelme News Wildlife Correspondent, telephone 833313

The Friends of the Ewelme Watercress Beds

Membership  

We are pleased to be able to say that we are now the largest village 
organisation and currently have over 260 members. Our funds are directed 
only and specifically towards the maintenance and appearance of the 
Ewelme watercress beds and the surrounding land - so it’s a very worthy 
cause.  

If you have recently come to the village or are not already a member of 
The Friends do please consider joining us in 2010. Many of our members 
like to help out on the Chiltern Society’s monthly Work Days, but if you 
are unable to take part, or simply do not have the time to do so, we would 



be delighted if you could give the Ewelme Watercress Beds your support 
by simply becoming a Member of The Friends. The annual fee is only £3 
per person and membership is open to all adults. Children are of course 
welcome to take part in all of our activities. Please contact Peter Lemaire, 
our Treasurer, on 01491 835 660 if you would like to join us.  You will be 
most welcome 

All of our existing 2009 members will be receiving a Renewal Invitation 
from us in early 2010 (if they have not already booked to take part in the 
2010 Quiz - see below).   

January quiz evening 

Our 2010 Quiz in the Village Hall will be on Saturday 30 January, 
commencing at 7 pm sharp and ending by 10:30 pm at the latest. This is 
always a very popular event and Vernon Miners has kindly agreed to think 
up yet another set of challenging questions! 

There will be 6 people in each team as usual and the cost will be held at £8 
per person as per the last six years, to include supper and the cost of the £3 
membership subscription for 2010. Bookings will be on a “first come, first 
served basis”, and, if demand outstrips supply, preference will be given to 
teams consisting entirely of existing members of The Friends. Everyone 
who attended the Quiz in January this year automatically became a paid-up 
member for 2009.  

So get your team of 6 together, list out the names and addresses of all team 
members, and post or deliver the list, plus cash or a cheque for £48 
(payable to ‘The Friends of Ewelme Watercress Beds’) to Cynthia 
Winfield at Aquelma, Burrows Hill, Ewelme. You can be sure that it will 
be another very entertaining evening! If you would like to take part and are 
not able to find a team to join, let Cynthia know and she will try to fit you 
into a team that may be short. 

Notification of AGM 

Our AGM will take place at 7:30 pm on Monday 8 March 2010. All 
members are welcome. Any resolutions to be put to the AGM must be 
received in writing by the Secretary no less than 30 days prior to the date 
of the meeting. Any member wishing to stand for election to the 
Committee must obtain a Nomination Form from the Secretary and return 
it to her duly signed no later than 7 days prior to the date of the meeting.  



All 7 members of the existing Committee as listed below have already 
expressed their willingness to be re-elected in 2010.  

The Friends of Ewelme Watercress Beds Committee   

Des Dix                   Chairman                                           01491 833 313 
Patrick Gosset             Vice Chairman and Publicity            01491 838 228           
Peter Lemaire              Treasurer and Membership admin     01491 835 660      
Cynthia Winfield         Secretary                                 91491 835 687 
Vernon Miners           Events and Fundraising              01491 839 209 
Juliette Nissen            Minutes Secretary                           01401 835 644  
Sue Shepperson          Asst Minutes Secretary                      01401 838 791                                 

Patrick Gosset, Publicity Officer for The Friends 

A curious mind 

One day the zookeeper noticed that the orang-utang was reading two 
books, one was the Bible and the other, Darwin's Origin of Species. In 
surprise he asked the ape, “Why are you reading both those books?” 
“Well,” replied the orang-utang, “I just wanted to know if I was my 
brother's keeper or my keeper's brother!” 

The Editor 

The Elm Club  

On the 15 October members 
of the Elm Club met at the 
Shepherd’s Hut to celebrate 
another very successful year. 
An extremely good lunch 
was enjoyed by all, as was 
the very kind hospitality. 
Thank you all very much for 
making us so welcome.  

A few weeks before Mrs 
Joan Mills, a long time 
resident at Hampden Way, 
now living at Benson, 
reminded us that this was the 
Club's 50th Anniversary. We 



asked Joan, a founder member if she could perhaps join us this year. We 
were delighted when she said she would. This made the occasion a real 
celebration and we were delighted to present to Joan a bouquet of flowers.  

We would like to take this opportunity to say a very grateful thank you to 
the Ewelme Trustees for the generous donation given annually towards the 
cost of this event, this is much appreciated. 

New members always most welcome, please come and join us on the 
second Thursday of each month in Ewelme Village Hall. 

An Elm Club member    

Ewelme Novice Horse and Fun Dog Show 

A huge thank you to everyone involved with this year’s very successful 
show. Without the volunteers and our local sponsors we couldn’t have 
produced such a brilliant day. As you can imagine even a small novice 
show like ours needs a great deal of organising to make the event possible 
and it’s always a bonus when the weather is kind to us. 

We had an excellent amount of entries thus enabling us to make donations 
to The Donkey Sanctuary, Riding for the Disabled and the Horse 
Retirement Home at Speen. The money raised from the Dog Show went to 
dog charities. Please see Neil Blake’s report. 

The competitors all seemed to enjoy their day as I hope the spectators did. 
It’s always a long day for everyone, but worthwhile to see the dogs – and 
their owners – children and novice riders go home with their prizes even if 
it is only a special rosette. The local rider competition was again very well 
supported, with local rider Bella Maine and her horse Billy coming reserve 
champion. Well done both of you.  

To mark the end of another very good show the committee recently got 
together for an enjoyable supper at the Shepherd’s Hut. 

We look forward to next year’s show and hope to see you all there. 

Sandra Ayling, Secretary 

The Horse Show 

We had yet another good year, thanks to great weather, much appreciated 
local sponsors, hard working volunteers and a fine turnout. We nearly had 



a showstopper when our first-aid cover had to cancel, but a last minute 
recovery by the Chalgrove First Responder Team saved the day (see 
below). 

The event seems ever popular and even after 26 years we still find new 
novices, young and old to encourage. Feedback is always welcome. This 
year we had lots of excellent Fancy Dress costumes – so perhaps next year 
the youngsters really deserve to be on display centre-stage, not away in a 
side ring. 

We do our utmost to support local enterprises and charities. During the day 
we contributed the “Clear Round” entry fees (£180) to the Donkey 
Sanctuary; the Fancy Dress entries went to Riding for the Disabled (£130); 
the Dog Show income went to Dogs for the Disabled (£86); the First Aid 
fund to the First Responders (£250); and we paid our young ring team 
useful pocket money. We keep enough in the bank to cover a disaster next 
year, but everyone who runs it does so for love, not money. 

Finally we supported the Shepherd’s Hut for our wrap-up dinner (we all 
pay for our food but the Horse Show account buys the wine). So, thanks to 
everyone we will have replenished our bank account with an extra £600 
over last year, and look forward to next year with enough to run the event 
again.  

Community First Responders 

The Ewelme Horse Show was supported by 3 Community Responders who 
provided First Aid cover for the day. We were astonished to learn that 
although their smart uniform carried the letters NHS most prominently, 
they do not receive any funds from the NHS! They even have to buy their 
own NHS logo shirts! Even more surprising is that the NHS ambulance 
service management apparently uses the responders' performance times to 
boost their own ambulance service performance statistics! 

At the working level, we highly value our community responders and 
ambulance staff (“it could be you”), and do our best to support them with 
our donations and respect, but are amazed at the cynical management 
credit-takers who seem to want the recognition without having to pay for 
it. That is very unjust to the volunteers. 

Broadband update 



The story continues. It seems that strong, consistent, reasoned pressure 
from all sides has reached the front pages of the newspapers. I have been 
pursuing SODC, your MP, the Minister for Digital Britain and other 
dignitaries on getting rural broadband to the top of their priorities, not the 
bottom.  

I need everyone’s help please. Please fill in my short questionnaire for all 
households to report what they have, what they need and what they would 
like to have as regards broadband facilities. 

This is a task in the Village Action Plan, and the time is right. PLEASE fill 
in the forms and deposit them either at the Shepherd’s Hut or the Shop as 
soon as you can. 

Cautionary tale – happy ending 

My PC started to behave a little erratically and I feared it might have a big 
problem looming. Yes, I had saved all the stuff I would hate to lose (well 
only 75% of it, I confess), and I happened to find Robin at the Benson Off-
Licence. So he kindly offered a quick opinion over the counter and I went 
home to consider and explore. 

At the same time my printer died, and because I had been offered a free 
health check for the offending PC, I packed the two bits into the car and 
took them in to ASAP computers at Pangbourne. The diagnosis was spot 
on. The disc was dying but caught just in time. A week later it had 2 new 
discs (big ones) and was back in business. A huge sigh of relief. 

Thank you Robin “Redshed System” for prompting me to get on with it. 
I unhesitatingly recommend both outfits. I used ASAP this time because 
they fix printers too. 

Bingo wings 

Mrs Obama reportedly lost a few important inches from her upper arm area 
(the dreaded “bingo wings”). Apparently it took her just a few minutes a 
day gently working out. No trips to the gym, no special training equipment, 
just a good habit. 

So, I thought I too should try to fight the flab (again) in a few spare 
moments each day. My shaving mirror now has a reminder sticker saying 
“shape up” and I try a few simple isometric exercises. You know, the 
airline-recommended ones that just require you to tense the relevant 
muscle for 5-15 seconds. I’m working on my grin first! I’ve tried doing it 



in the past with pre-ski thigh exercises, but the pain meant I only managed 
half a shave before I gave up! 

The  Editor can’t save on shaving minutes! But even if one doesn’t shave, 
there are plenty of other shape-up opportunities in our day. BUT FIRST 
CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR!  

Gift Aid for charities 

Just to remind everyone that Gift Aid is a valuable contribution to any 
charity. So whether it’s the Church or Oxfam, do remember to find and fill 
in their GA form with any donation you may make. I have just filed a 
claim to the Inland Revenue for a £1700 rebate this year for Ewelme 
Church. Thank you all for taking the time – every £1 helps. 

Neil Blake 

SOHA 

Youth talent project seeks visual artists as well as entertainers
  

Following the success of the first SOHA youth talent contest in Didcot in 
January this year, the Didcot-based housing association is now taking 
applications for the next. 
  

Singers, dancers, entertainers … any young person in South Oxfordshire 
aged 11-18, whether solo or as part of a group, should contact Jackie Silver 
on 01235 515 900 for an application pack.  “I’m also looking for gifted 
young photographers and video whizzes to record the event – maybe even 
a pencil portraitist as well”, she says.   
   

The contest itself will take place at the Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot 
on Thursday 28 January, 2010.   

Liz Roberts, SOHA 

Harvest lunch 

Thanks to the hard work, talents and generosity of pupils, staff and families 
of Ewelme School and their sponsors, some eighty villagers, parents, 
siblings and friends were treated to a delicious two course hot lunch in the 
village hall on Friday, 3 October to celebrate local and fairly traded foreign 
harvests. 



Every child contributed to the preparations:-   

Classes 1 and 2 made bread and prepared fruit:  “I liked kneading the 
dough because it was really squidgy.”   “The pears were easier to peel than 
the apples, which took ages, but now I can peel anything.”   

Busily preparing the harvest lunch in 
the Village Hall kitchen. 

 “Class 3 made quiches and crumble 
topping.  My favourite bit was when we 
got our fingers messy.”  “I liked 
learning how to make pastry because 
now I can make jam tarts.” 

 “Class 4 chopped vegetables for the 
soup: the onions really hurt our eyes 
and made me cry.”  “Year 5 laid the 
tables: we learnt how to work in 
teams.”  “Year 6 had the best job of 
serving lunch.  It felt like we were 
really waiters and waitresses.”  “People 



of all ages enjoyed meeting and chatting over lunch.  The hardest thing was 
serving the tea and coffee without spilling, but, even if we did spill, some 
of us got tips, which we gave to the kids in our partner school in Uganda.” 

Thank you for supporting our harvest lunch and helping us raise £409 
which will enable Bethel Primary School on the outskirts of Kampala to 
collect rainwater to flush toilets and wash hands. 

Eilan Bryson, George Morris, Killian Kruczko-Cousins, Summer Kruczko-
Cousins, Olivia White   

A NOTE FROM THE RECTORY 

“To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often” 

Advent 2009 

By the time you read this letter, we will be into Advent. “Stir-up” Sunday 
marking the end of the Christian year will be past. Traditionally it was the 
time when the Christmas pudding was given a stir from East to West, to 
symbolise the journey of the wise men to Bethlehem. At my first school we 
all queued up and struggled to rotate a wooden spoon in the rather 
glutinous mixture. There was no intentional irony in the name, it comes 
from the words of the collect from the Book of Common Prayer, “Stir up 
we beseech Thee, O Lord the wills of Thy faithful people”.  

Today much of the traditional preparation for Christmas has been 
swallowed up by commercialism. It is very difficult to escape from, beset 
as we are by images of gluttony and plenty from early November. Advent 
should be a time of reflection and indeed fasting like Lent. It is the time “to 
cast away the works of darkness and put upon the armour of light” in 
Cranmer’s words.   

This is a time of year to mark endings and beginnings. It is no accident that 
at the very culmination of the Christian year, when we celebrate Christ the 
King, when all is complete and the cycle seems fulfilled that we are urged 
to stir ourselves up; to begin again. We need the stability and the hope of 
fulfilment but we must avoid complacency. Advent is a time for renewal, 
for change, to be prepared for the miracle of the Birth of Christ.  

We have been here for almost a year now and although we haven’t had to 
change completely we have had to adapt, to settle into new surroundings 
and to get to know the village and its people. My official term here is for 



five years so we don’t expect to have to adapt again in a hurry. But we do 
need to change as we learn and gain wisdom. Changing is about growing. 

Cardinal Newman wrote, “To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have 
changed often”. Changing and adapting, re-emerging and sometimes 
retreating are essential elements of the Christian life. That is what we 
should be pondering this Advent. As we move towards the darkness of the 
year, when the cold seeps into our homes, and as if these natural symbols 
were not enough, when the glitter of commercialism lures us, we have 
come to the time to acknowledge changing patterns. To consider how we 
adapt our lives in the light of Christ coming into the world. That is what 
Advent should be, not a time to be distracted by premature celebration, but 
a time to prepare for the future to truly consider what we need to change in 
order to, “cast away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light.” 

ADVENT PRAYER 

I will be holding a series of three evenings of reflective prayer during 
Advent in St Mary’s Church. They will take place on Wednesday 2 
December, Wednesday 9 December and Tuesday 15 December at 7:30 pm 
in church. They will take the form of Lectio Divina, which is a way of 
reflecting on passages of scripture. They will last about 40 minutes and 
require no effort. Please contact me if you would like further information. 

Please Note - Benefice Services on 29 November and 27 December are 
at Brightwell Baldwin and Easington respectively 

Sunday 22 November  
11:15 am Holy Communion BCP 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 29 November  
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
St Bartholomew, Brightwell Baldwin 
6:00 pm Benefice Advent Carol Service with readings and lessons  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 6 December 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
9:45 am Parish Communion, Common Worship - Modern Language 
6:30 pm Handel’s Messiah conducted by Dr Will Orr – if you would like to 
sing please come for rehearsal at 2:00 pm 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 13 December 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
11:15 am Matins BCP 
4:30 pm Christingle Service with Ewelme School 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday  20 December 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
No Family Service 
6:00 pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Thursday 24 December 
11:30 pm Midnight Mass BCP 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday 25 December 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
11:15 am Parish Communion Common Worship – Families Welcome 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
ST JOHN THE APOSTLE
Sunday 27 December 
St Peter, Easington 
9:45 am Benefice Holy Communion and Carol Service 

2010 
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Sunday 3 January 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
9:45 am Parish Communion – Common Worship 
No Evensong 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 
Sunday 10 January 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
11:15 am Matins BCP 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Sunday 17 January 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 



9:45 am Family Service 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sunday 24 January 
11:15 am Holy Communion BCP 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sunday 31 January 
8:00 am Holy Communion BCP 
9:45 am Benefice Service with The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester 

Contact The Revd Jonathan Meyer for further details - 01491 837 823 

Revd Jonathan Meyer 

Ewelme Watercress Beds and Local Nature Reserve 
Management Team Newsletter No  8 

It will be almost December by the time this reaches you and there is just as 
much to do in winter as there is in summer.  Getting stuck in with physical 
work on one of our work mornings is an excellent way of keeping warm!   
Please contact Tom Stevenson on 01494 836 888 or email him at 
thomas.stevenson@ntlworld.com if you want to know what is on the list of 
jobs beforehand and he will include you in the regular email.   

Alternatively, just turn up between 9 and 12:30 at the Watercress Centre on 
the first Saturday or third Wednesday of each month. Once again we have 
placed our order with SODC for a free selection of whips (very young 
shrubs) which we anticipate planting in December (or when they arrive!).  
These will be added to the three discrete clumps of shrubs on the south 
bank of the meadow. These add to the bio-diversity of the nature reserve 
attracting insects to the flowers in the spring and birds to the berries in the 
autumn and winter. The hedge we planted last year along the boundary 
between the top of the site and Patrick and Jan Gosset’s land is doing very 
well. It has been well nourished from plentiful supplies of watercress 
mulch and hand weeded by members of the Sonning Common Green Gym.    

We have three items of very good news to tell you about and one not so 
good. Firstly we have been successful in obtaining a small grant from the 
Chiltern’s Conservation Board in order to provide more interesting projects 
to offer our visitors from schools, young people’s groups, such as the scout 
and guide movement and why not older enthusiasts such as U3A and WI 



groups. Secondly, in support of this work to interest young people in 
wildlife,  a local benefactor has bought us a super-duper microscope with a 
digital camera attached so that we will not only be able to observe 
microscopic life but will be able to project the image onto a big 
screen.

   
           Tom getting to grips with the intricacies of the new microscope! 

The adults will be just as intrigued as the children. Our Education Officer, 
Margaret Connelly (01491 833 649) will be pleased to hear from you if 
either you would like to help with these events or have contacts with 
schools or young people’s groups outside Ewelme. We anticipate no more 
than twelve visits each year from school-aged children and young people.  

The third good news item is that we are delighted that Tom has been highly 
commended by a panel of judges from the Chilterns Conservation Board 
for the Chilterns Outstanding People award. This is richly deserved as he 
spends many hours managing the Nature Reserve at the Watercress Beds, 
as well as observing and recording the natural world and managing 
Millbrook Mead, a nature reserve in Benson. 



The “not so good” news is that the flow of water is very low, as we write 
this, leaving expanses of exposed mud and with possible implications for 
the growing of marketable cress.  

Guided walks take place on the first Sunday morning of each month all 
through the winter. Please be at the Watercress Centre for 10:30 am if you 
would like to join us. There is always something interesting to see. Water 
voles are even more elusive during this time so you are unlikely to see one 
or even hear their distinctive plop. However, birds are easier to spot and 
with luck and patience water rail and kingfisher might be seen as well as a 
good selection of more common species. 
  

Some of you may be curious to know why we need to maintain a good 
height of vegetation alongside the banks of the brook and along the earth 
bund. This is to provide the best possible environment for water voles, a 
legally protected species, as well as other animals and plants. The 
Management Plan sets out guidelines that we are following. We have 
agreed a policy detailing our cutting procedures during the period of the 
year when water voles are most active. When the vegetation reaches a 
height of 1 metre, we will carefully check the area under consideration for 
water vole activity, nesting birds or the presence of other protected species 
of wildlife or plants. If nothing is found under the above headings then we 
will cut the vegetation down to a height of 30 cm. This will be cut in 
sections of 35 metres at a time. That is, we will cut a 35m length, then 
leave a similar length, then, cut another 35 metre length. Two months later 
we will cut back the uncut sections to 30cm. It is vital that neighbours 
contact Tom Stevenson when they feel that the earth bund opposite their 
property requires cutting so that an assessment can be made.   

Many of you are disappointed that watercress is not yet for sale at the shop.  
We take our responsibilities seriously and it is taking time to collect 
reliable information and formulate a risk assessment policy that will need 
to be confirmed by the Chiltern Society Trustees. We will be reporting on 
progress at our next Management Team meeting which will be taking place 
on Wednesday 25 November at 7 pm at the Watercress Centre.   

John Taylor, Chairman, Management Team 

Northmoor Trust 

Christmas Craft Fayre the weekend of 5 and 6 December, 10 am – 5 pm.  



Meet Santa, enjoy local crafts and gifts, festive goodies, traditional stories 
and Christmas trees for sale. Adults £1, Friends free. No booking, just turn 
up! 

BBC Tree 0 Clock World Tree Planting Record on Saturday 5 
December, 10 am – 3 pm.  
Come and help set a new world record for the most trees planted in one 
hour, in multiple locations. World record planting from 11 am – 12 noon, 
but help us plant a coppice coupe any time between 10 am – 3 pm. Just 
turn up! 

All events take place at Northmoor Trust, Hill Farm, Little Wittenham.  
Please call 01865 407 792 or visit our website at 
www.northmoortrust.co.uk 

Zoe Burns 

The Ewelme Horticultural Society 

Blooming marvellous! 

On Wednesday 23 October, Christine Thompson gave an illustrated talk on 
Gardens of the West Country. The informative evening introduced us to 
some of her favourite gardens that she and her husband Brian had visited. 
Their slides certainly gave us a taste to visit the gardens one day. Thank 
you to Christine and Brian for a most enjoyable evening.     
          

A big thank you also to Terry Allsop, who presented a beautiful and 
professional photographic display on the night, and to the committee for 
providing delicious nibbles! 
  

Village Show Winner 
  

Apologies for missing out a Village Show prize winner in the last issue of 
Ewelme Village News. Ophelia Morley scooped first prize in the Design a 
T-shirt category, which was sponsored by Mr Chris Rosier. 
  

Dates for your diaries next year: 
  

Saturday 27  February 2010 - Skittles Evening, which will be starting a 
little earlier at 6:30 pm with tickets being purchased in advance. 

Thursday 29 April  our AGM at 7 pm. 

Saturday 22 May - Plant Sale. 



Saturday 19 June visit to Kew Gardens. 
  

The first three of these events will be held in the Village Hall. 

Angela Harrison 

Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor 

I would like to thank everyone who supported my sleeping rough last 
month - either by coming to our brunch in September or supporting me 
directly. 

On the night of Friday 3rd October I slept out for Byte Night at Reading 
Thames Valley Park, along with over 100 others, to raise funds for Action 
for Children. After a bowl of spaghetti in the 'soup kitchen' of the Oracle 
software company, we heard presentations about the work of the charity 
and from some of the young people that the charity has helped to get out of 
homelessness. 

Once we were kicked outside we were issued a plastic bivvie bag in case of 
rain and rolled out our sleeping bags. We were lucky that the night was 
pretty mild - down to around 12 degrees (rather than the 2 degrees of the 
2008 Byte Night). Some complained of a light drizzle but I managed to 
sleep through this, waking at around 6am. It was good to have experienced 
a night in the open, but even to get back to my warm bed at home - unlike 
some of the homeless children who have to sleep rough every night. 

It was the best ever year for Byte Night in Thames Valley - the 115 
sleepers raised over £100,000 which is an amazing total - enough, for 
example, to pay for a vocational guidance and counselling project to teach 
education and employment skills to young homeless people so they can 
successfully compete in the job market. Overall the generosity of our 
friends and neighbours in Ewelme helped me personally to raise nearly 
£2,000. I am likely to be sleeping out next October as well, so please look 
out for the next brunch invite. 

David Lewis, Garden House, Ewelme



Dear Editor 

On Friday 25 September someone lit a bonfire which persisted all night. 
This particular fire emitted extremely pungent fumes. For those with 
respiratory conditions or asthma, as in my case, I found it very distressing. 
I would kindly ask that any bonfires are lit in the morning so that by 
nightfall they will be well and truly out.  

Thanking you for your consideration.   

Anne Critchley, Forge Cottage, Ewelme 

Dear Editor 

Please will you pass on my sincere thanks to everyone who has very 
generously given their time and donations to make it possible to have a 
Christmas tree outside the village store this year: Martin Carroll, who 
kindly donated the lights; Jeremy and Emily from Root One for a 
Christmas tree; Paul Collett from GEC Electrical Contractors Ltd for his 
time in setting up the lights; and a big thank you to all the children of 
Ewelme School who have done an amazing job of painting the decorations. 
Thank you so much to all of you.  

Please come along at 6:00 pm on Tuesday 1 December to see the tree in its 
full glory. 

Alisa Mosley, Thatchings, Ewelme   

A very special Evensong 

Anyone out walking a dog along Parson's Lane in the early evening of 
Saturday 31 October might well have felt compelled to pause for a while to 
listen to the singing coming from inside the Church. The voices 
responsible for halting any such dog-walker in his tracks were those of the 
Choristers of Merton College, who - together with their Chaplain, the Revd 
Simon Jones - had come to Ewelme to lead a special Evensong on the Eve 
of the Feast of All Saints. 

Having first filled their lungs with Ewelme air on a guided tour of the 
village, and then fortified themselves with a hearty tea at the Rectory, the 
30 choristers set the spirits of a large congregation soaring with a psalm, 
the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis to music by Orlando Gibbons (1583-
1625), and an anthem by William Byrd (c. 1540-1623). I particularly 



enjoyed the Chaplain's chanting of the Collects, each followed by an 
increasingly florid "Amen" from the Choir. 

The service ended with the congregation joining the Choir in "For all the 
Saints who from their labours rest", but the evening continued with a 

chance to talk to our guests over a glass of wine in the Nave. The 
Choristers said they had enjoyed their visit and would like to come again.  
They also assured us that anyone from the Ewelme-Brightwell Baldwin-
Cuxham Benefice (of which Merton College is a patron) is always 
welcome to join them at Evensong or any other service in Merton College. 

Thank you very much, Merton, for a delightful evening.  We look forward 
to seeing and hearing you again. 

Martin Spence, Churchwarden 



Ewelme Cricket Club 2009 

The Cricket Club’s 76th season was celebrated by Members, Vice- 
Presidents, Supporters, Sponsors, Guests and Friends who met at the 
Shepherd’s Hut on the 30 October for the Annual Awards Dinner. 

A ‘fun evening’ with good food, good wine and good company was 
enjoyed until the early hours by those who had the stamina. 

Captain Adam Arscott described a mixed season and commented that it 
had always been possible to get a team together for the Sunday matches, 
unlike some of our opponents, and thanked the team for their efforts and 
team spirit. The traditional match against the President’s XI had been high 
scoring, keenly fought and narrowly lost. Adam thanked Andy Glasson for 
stepping into the Captain’s shoes towards the end of the season.  

Chairman, Tim Hurst, (way down in the batting averages but a willing lad) 
described the season and thanked all those who had assisted financially and 
practically. He mentioned that Ewelme was fortunate to have such a 
dedicated cricket team and that the team was fortunate to represent such a 
generous and supportive village. The wicket has been refurbished and 
seeded. It promises to be good for 2010! A work party held in early 
October had been well attended and a great deal was achieved. The local 



rabbits have developed the habit of biting large holes in the plastic netting 
to the practise net – a very strange diet! 

A special vote of thanks was made to the ladies who had prepared teas for 
the home matches. Visiting teams often comment on the excellence of the 
Ewelme ‘teas’. Another claim to fame! 

Trophies were presented to the following players: 
 Most runs for the season -  Andy Climpson 
 Highest score of the season -  Andy Climpson 
  (109 runs – his first century – congratulations!)
 Most ‘sixes’   -  Andy Climpson 
 Batsmen of the year  -  Andy Climpson and 
       Adam Wood 
  

 Most wickets taken  -  Reg Hickman 
 Best bowling figures  -  Ross Matthews 
 Bowler of the year  -  Reg Hickman  
 Most catches for the season -  Barry Wood 
  

 Young player of the year -  Jack Eccles 
 Most improved player  -  Andy Carter 
 Player of the year  -  Andy Climpson 

Michael Howard, Secretary, Ewelme Cricket Club 
  
Ewelme Village Hall Management Committee 
                            

Several members attend Parish Council meetings and recently it was 
suggested by a Councillor that the kitchen in the Village Hall would be 
much improved by replacing the existing cooker by a much larger one, the 
cost to be sponsored by the Parish Council. The Management Committee 
would very much welcome this, it would improve the kitchen facilities 
greatly and very possibly encourage more lettings. We would ask Parish 
Council to sanction this proposal. 

Cynthia Winfield, Treasurer, Village Hall Management Committee  



Friends Of Ewelme School 

Friends of Ewelme School have had a busy start to the academic year! We 
held a home produce stall which was extremely well supported by many 
talented makers, crafters and growers as well as by those who came to buy, 
it will be something we hope to do again possibly in early summer. The 
Wine Tasting may have happened by the time you read this and that is 
always a great night for FOES and the supporting community. Work will 
also hopefully have been done on our playground which has been funded 
by FOES for the benefit of all the children, to provide an even, safe surface 
for them to play on. 

In 2010 we have a few more events lined up, starting with a Burns Night 
celebration on 23 January in Ewelme Village Hall to which all the 
community are very welcome. February will see an art event in school and 
our fabulous Sunday teas start on 14 March with the gentlemen serving as 
it is Mothering Sunday! Teas will also be on 25 April, 16 May and 11 July. 
We are also planning a Tudor Fayre for 19 September in association with a 
re-enactment group which we hope will bring our historical setting to life! 
We very much hope you can join us at some of these events! 

Kate Bodle, Secretary, Friends of Ewelme School 

Police matters 

I am pleased to say that NO incidents have been reported in Ewelme over 
Halloween. Although cars persistently speeding through the village are still 
an important issue. 

On Tuesday 20 October PCSO Paul Cole and I attended the school to 
speak to the children about Halloween and Fireworks night, a big thank 
you to all the children and teachers! We had an excellent time and had 
some brilliant questions!! 

The next Police Surgery for Ewelme will be held in Benson Parish Hall, 
Sunnyside, Benson on Thursday 26 November at 6:30 – 7:30 pm. 

PCSO Sarah Talbot 

The Ewelme Society

We are very pleased that the Village Archive has been utilised twice 
recently. Firstly, the School requested information on Victorian Ewelme 



for a project for the 9 - 11 year olds. A file was provided on the now-
familiar Humfrey family at Fords Farm (including some detailed farm 
inventories) and as many photographs of Victorian Ewelme as we could 
gather. Then after his recent talk on Jerome K Jerome in the Village Hall, 
Jeremy Nicholas (President of the JKJ Society) asked for a copy of the 
whole Jerome archive file. He has acknowledged receipt of the “fascinating 
bundle of Jeromabilia” and wrote that relevant bits would be in 
forthcoming issues of the Society’s magazine ‘Idle Thoughts’.   

Genealogical researchers continue to contact the Society and it has been 
possible to put most in touch with other related researchers locally and 
around the globe - and generally add to the village history at the same time.  
Being a small community there was inevitably inter-marrying between the 
old major families and we now have a wide contact base for many kinfolk.  
Perhaps the most astonishing reunion was of two half brothers, neither of 
whom knew of the other’s existence until the enquiries were instigated 
from another family member this year. However, it is still frustrating to 
read the Church Visitors’ Book and find ancestor searchers and not leaving 
contact details. There were two particularly interesting entries recently.  
One was by a lady descended from William Wase [Was or Wace], a 13th

century Ewelme Knight of King Edward I’s reign. Wase was supposedly 
buried in an older grave from the original church of All Saints being the 
large slab in the nave edged with Norman-French Lombardic script.  
Another intriguing entry was by a lady describing herself as a de la Pole on 
her distaff side. Both ladies are rare species indeed and regretfully the 
opportunity to ‘closely examine’ them was missed. Two other visitors, 
descendents of the Heath’s (Georgian/Victorian yeoman farmers) and the 
Victorian Curate Thomas Gillam were finally traced in Birmingham and 
New South Wales respectively and information exchanged.   

There have been a number of offers of technical help from within and 
outside Ewelme in the reprinting of the village book.  We are most grateful 
for the interest shown, and it is proceeding, albeit slowly. (There were two 
second-hand copies available on Amazon in late October). Future projects 
are to reproduce some of our watercolours and a Church etching as fine 
quality prints/postcards, and the printing of many photographs donated 
digitally. All these tasks are time consuming - and there are relatively few 
of us on the case. There is also a crying need for an easily-readable village 
history for the many visitors. The widely-available Prister-Cruttwell 
‘History’ was written almost 60 years ago and - although charming in its 
recollection of an earlier Ewelme - it is too long and has some major 



historical errors. The Archive holds a wealth of information on Ewelme’s 
action-packed past and prominent individuals, but to collate the relevant 
facts into a concise document that is both informative and comprehensible 
to modern readers will be a major undertaking.   

  
Tony Munday kindly gave us a newspaper cutting of the late David 
Munday (no relation) sitting on a village bench in 1954. Can anyone 
remember where this distinctive bench was situated?   

Carol Sawbridge for the Ewelme Society 

Would you like to be a Friend of St Mary’s? 

After considerable thought and a number of conversations it is my hope 
that we will set up an organisation to promote our extraordinary and 
historic church and to help with the vital task of raising funds for the 
preservation and enhancement of the church building. Many churches 
nowadays have a Friends organisation that manages a trust fund held 
separately from the Parochial Church Council’s accounts and reserved 
exclusively for safeguarding the church fabric. I have had experience of 
this arrangement in the past and we had a membership which included non-
church goers and members of other faiths. So being a Christian would not 
be an essential requisite for membership of The Friends of St Mary's. 



The idea has become more relevant as we are likely to face large calls on 
our finances in the future. Early next year we will undergo the 
quinquennial inspection, which highlights any particular problems, and 
there are certainly some issues with the roof of which we are already 
aware. On top of that we know that heating, lighting and probably electrics 
will need attention. We have just had an estimate for work on the organ 
which comes to £9,000. Alongside this we still need around £35,000 to 
cover annual running costs. 

A Friends organisation would be open to all and I would expect there to be 
a very modest annual membership fee, with an opportunity for people to 
pledge more if they are able. Our great strength here is that we could reach 
out way beyond the village because of the unique nature of our church with 
the cloisters and school.  

I envisage that the Friends would organise a concert, a lecture, perhaps an 
exhibition and a garden party on an annual basis. But of course any ideas 
are welcome. 

Michael Jay has agreed to be our President but in view of his busy life 
feels he cannot take an executive role. I hope to organise a meeting in the 
New Year to discuss things further. I would be delighted to hear from 
anyone interested in helping and getting involved with what I am sure has 
the potential to be a rewarding and productive body.  

The Revd Jonathan Meyer, 01491 837 823, revdjonathan@btinternet.com 

Ewelme Village Store  

Christmas Open evening: 6 – 8 pm Tuesday 1 December

In addition to our usual range of groceries, we are busy stocking the shop 
with Christmas goodies including home-made mince pies, hampers and 
chocolates. You should have received a leaflet giving details of what we 
have available but do come and see. Full details can be found on our 
website www.ewelmevillagestore.co.uk

We are officially turning on our Christmas lights on 1 December and 
would like you to join us for late night shopping, a glass of mulled wine 
and mince pie in the shop from 6 pm. Our thanks go to Alisa Mosley and 
Gemma Clive for organising the evening. 

Opening hours 



When the clocks changed at the end of October, we decided to change our 
opening hours to reflect purchasing patterns. Over the winter months, we 
will be open all day, serving soup and rolls at lunch time and closing at 
4:30 pm as it is already dark. We will be open later during the Christmas 
week. 

Sausages and bacon from Lower Farm (the pig unit), Ewelme 

On Saturday 5 December, we will be selling dry cured bacon, sausages and 
a limited number of legs of gammon produced at Lower Farm, Ewelme. 
We plan to have tasters available on a bar b q outside and hope that you 
will come and buy some of our locally-reared pork! Thank you to Anthony 
Saunderson and Louise Jaggard for organising this. 

Oil syndicate 

We now have 36 members of the oil syndicate. First deliveries were made 
by Fuelcare in October and members benefitted from a favourable price per 
litre. Next delivery is scheduled for w/c 16 November. Prices will be up to 
3p per litre cheaper than the then current market rate. Please contact 
Gemma Clive, or complete a form in the shop, if you would like to join in. 

Staff and volunteers 

Thank you again for all your support and hard work.  

Many of you will know that Dawn Sweatman, who works in the 
afternoons, will be leaving us at the end of December to have a baby. We 
are very grateful for all her hard work over the last six months and give her 
our best wishes for the future. 

As most people are now feeling more confident about volunteering in the 
shop, we are not currently planning to replace Dawn. Instead we hope to 
organise a ‘lead’ volunteer for each shift who can share some of the 
responsibility for day to day running of the shop with Sue.  

Vacancy 

We have a vacancy for an over 18 year old (to comply with licence) to 
work every other Saturday 08:30 – 17:30 starting after Christmas. If you 
are interested please contact Sue in the store on 01491 834 467 or email 
manager@ewelmevillagestore.co.uk 

Sarah Maine, White House, 01491 825 292� � �



The Gorilla Organisation 

I arranged a quiz at the Village Hall on the 19 September to raise funds for 
the Gorilla Organisation. The evening was really well attended by a 
combination of friends, relatives and Gorilla supporters. 

My husband, Geoff, wrote the questions, which included music rounds and 
general knowledge. The questions were challenging but a good supply of 
beverages kept the spirits high! We raised the money by selling tickets £8 
each and raised over £100 with a raffle. Prizes were kindly donated by 
family and friends. Assisted by my wonderful team, we made a 
ploughman’s for supper, with homemade biscuits and BANANA cake for 
dessert. The tables were decorated with banana sweets. We had 17 tables 
with 6 in each team - a runaway success. Geoff has been writing quizzes 
for a few years now and I don’t think it would be incorrect to say his quiz 
evenings are legendary for their challenging content! It was an excellent 
way to raise sponsorship money. Thanks to everyone for their support.  

We had been to see our son Jordan collect the Mathematic student award 
from Henley College that week, prior to him studying Maths at Wadham 
College, Oxford, and they explained that they were raising funds for their 
Pathway scheme. This is a system that allows less able students to study, as 
normally as possible in the college. They are raising funds for a new mini-
bus so I decided to split the proceeds from the evening with them. 
  

To the race around the city of London! The pre-race get together was very 
amusing. There were many different gorillas, those in mankinis, a gorilla 
with a shopping trolley filled with bananas and pineapples, suited and 
booted gorillas and one with a cardboard Empire State Building around his 
neck. There was a gorilla steel band at the beginning which got everyone in 
the mood for monkeying. The temperature was around 20 degrees. I started 
the run with my gorilla head on but ran out of steam as I crossed Tower 
Bridge. The roads were not closed so it involved a lot of pavement hopping 
and dodging pedestrians! The gorilla head made it difficult to see, plus it 
was hot in there! We were cheered on by many tourists, many of whom 
could not work out what was going on. Open topped busses were tooting as 
they drove past and children loved it! Some people were really funny 
because they just completely ignored us all charging by, averting their 
gaze! My son Trey, husband Geoff and niece, Sian and nephew, Rob were 
there to cheer me on and kept popping up in different places. The run was 
brilliant fun, with plenty of hot gorilla folks to chat to on the way. It wasn’t 
a competitive race with much more emphasis on enjoyment, but then 



nevertheless my competitiveness took hold and I tried harder. After 2km 
my face already matched my tutu. The water stop outside the Shakespeare 



Globe Theatre served to cool me down as I poured the water over my head. 
By the end of the race, I was feeling a bit sick as I am sure I was 
overheating, but I raced over the line in about 45 minutes to receive my 
medal and reward banana! It was hard because it was so hot and there were 
many human obstacles, stairs, bridges and kerbs along the way, would I do 
it again? Definitely. I have to admit it was harder than a half marathon, but 
I think that was down to the heat. My future plans? I have entered the 
Virgin London Marathon ballot, so watch this space!
  

Our most heartfelt thanks go to all that helped me in this strange quest. It 
was wonderful to see so many at the quiz night and I do hope that everyone 
enjoyed themselves. 

As to the fund raising, it was a great success. I have been able to donate 
£450 to the Gorilla Organisation plus £725 to the Henley College  - which 
is not only much greater than I had hoped for, but shows the true 
generosity of the wonderful people of this village.
  

Thank you once again – see you next year??  

Sheila Watts 

Wallingford Adult Learning Computer Workshops  

Would you like to brush up your skills but don't have time for a full 
course?  

These workshops might be just what you are looking for. We will be 
running the following Saturday workshops: 21 November - Desktop 
Publishing with MS Publisher 2007; 6 February - Introduction to Excel 
Spreadsheets; 17 April - Introduction to Powerpoint; 15 May - Editing 
Digital Pictures.  

The courses will run from 10 am to 4 pm at a cost of £33. For further 
details or to enrol please call 01491 836 710.  

Cheryl Graham, Wallingford Adult Learning   

Community Carols in the Shepherd’s Hut 

Wednesday 16 December 7:00 pm  

There will be a chance to share community singing of carols in our local 
hostelry with members of the Roke Band. Members of the Choir will take 



part and we will take a collection for a suitable charity. All are welcome – 
we expect to sing for about 40 minutes or so. 

Revd Jonathan Meyer 

Ewelme Village Preschool   

Having just returned from an unseasonly warm half term holiday in Devon, 
it’s hard to believe that Hallowe’en is upon us (or well and truly over by 
the time you read this!) and Christmas is only just around the corner. What 
a glorious autumn it has been: sunshine at this time of year is such an 
unexpected luxury that I just don’t feel ready for the onslaught of the 
glittery-migraine-inducing-winter wonderland that heralds Christmas. 
However, there’s no getting away from it so I had better gird my loins and 
knuckle down! It is such an exciting time of year for our little ones and as 
they return to preschool this term, they will be learning all about 
‘Christmas Around the World’. Naturally this will culminate in the 
Christmas Nativity (stock up on hankies in readiness!) and much 
merriment in the form of a Christmas Party. Details of the dates will 
follow. We are hoping that Diane, our wonderful preschool leader, will be 
fully recovered soon and back before the end of term. However, we would 
really like to thank the FANTASTIC staff: Alison, Kerry, Jane and Debbie 
for putting in all the extra effort to keep everything running so smoothly 
during Diane’s absence. We are truly lucky to have such a fab team. 

As far as our fund raising is concerned we had 3 dressing up days at the 
end of the last term, (sorry staff!) where children paid £1 and received a 
chocolate prize and sticker for their efforts (I’m sure we parents deserved 
them more!). We are also hoping to have tea towels for sale later in the 
term, which will make excellent stocking fillers for doting relatives. Our 
main focus this term will be our fantastic Christmas Shopping evening on 
27 November, between 6:30 and 9:30 pm. Last year’s event was 
tremendously successful as it not only raised significant funds for 
preschool but was also a lovely relaxing evening which was very well 
attended by the village. There were a wide variety of stalls and delicious 
refreshments to boot! We do hope that you will be able to join us as the 
preschool depends on events such as this to raise money to buy and replace 
equipment for the children. 

Preschool is now operating at pretty much full capacity and there are many 
children on the waiting list to start in the next few terms. Ewelme 
Preschool is open to all children aged 2½ to 5 years. We run during term 



time, Monday to Friday, 9:15 to 12:00 noon, with extended lunch sessions 
offered on Monday and Wednesday. Afternoon sessions run on Tuesday 
and Thursday. If you are interested in enrolling your child, please do 
contact our admissions registrar. Please call 01491 835 413 or e-mail 
ewelme.preschool@yahoo.co.uk for more information. 

Natalie Fraser, Secretary 
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Ewelme Broadband Update 
Summary of a meeting between Neil Blake and the Openreach planning 
manager for the Wallingford area, Malcolm Lockyer. 

Overview 
Malcolm Lockyer is intimately familiar with the Ewelme area’s lack of 
broadband circuits and is responsible for the “copper” circuits from the 
exchange to the distribution points (“DPs”, green boxes). He is not 
responsible for fibre-optic rollout, but is fully briefed on what is 
happening. 

We both understand the regulatory position and senior management’s 
commercial decisions which are as frustrating for the local Openreach 
managers on the ground as for the public. 

We discussed the present situation, what can be done short term and the 
long term scenario, clarifying fact and fiction 

Present situation 
The copper circuits into Ewelme will not support more than basic 
broadband (1 Mbps). Ewelme has virtually no spare viable broadband 
circuits left at all. 

The 50 new circuits “stumped” at Wallingford Bridge cannot be used 
because the cost and difficulty of putting a new cable duct through the 
bridge appear insurmountable.  

No agency is willing to take the initiative to make it happen. There are one 
or two examples of Council or Regional support and funding for such 
infrastructure projects, but no evidence of any SEEDA funding sought or 
granted.  

Fibre-optic trunk circuits have been laid to connect Watlington and 
Wallingford exchanges, but that does nothing directly for the provision of 
high speed broadband to the home. The deployment of fibre-optics to the 
home is a commercial prioritisation decision by Openreach Senior 
management, and unless changed at that level, Ewelme and other rural 
communities will not be enabled in the foreseeable future, if ever. 

Currently there are approximately 150 lines capable of supporting 
broadband made up of an original 100 pair cable plus 50 additional lines in 
the most recently installed cable. (This cable will carry 100 lines but only 
50 spares were available to the Ewelme side of Wallingford Bridge). The 



other 300 lines to the cabinet are supplied via an original cable fitted with 
loading coils which does not allow the operation of broadband signal. 

Short term (6 months)  
1. The only opportunity, already proactively verified by Malcolm 

Lockyer in theory with BT’s research centre, is to upgrade as much 
of the loaded cable as practical. This entails removing old line 
balancing equipment buried in the manholes between Ewelme and 
Wallingford and verifying line by line or group that removal does 
not adversely affect the basic phone service to the subscriber. 
This is being pursued now, and the project may yield sufficient 
lines to provide enough basic broadband circuits. If successful, this 
will meet currently known basic needs. 

2. It may be possible to identify a few existing phone subscribers who 
do not use broadband but whose circuits may be able to support it, 
and switch them to phone service only lines for the time being.  
This is not likely to free up many circuits but is a contingency 
possibility. 

3. The village must forcefully and unequivocally engage District and 
County Councils to pursue senior management of Openreach and 
OfCom to ensure fibre-optic prioritisation puts rural communities 
very high on the list, not at the bottom. It also must demand that 
OfCom rectify its glaring regulatory market failure by which 
consumers are discriminated against by availability of service and 
by charging the same tariff whether for half a megabyte per second 
or 20 Mbps. Our consumer arguments have been persistently 
disregarded by OfCom and it is time to engage the Ombudsman. 

Future situation 
Malcolm Lockyer knows exactly the half dozen local areas of deprivation 
(Ewelme, Hambledon…) which he would prioritise for the next stage of 
fibre-optic deployment. However, unless Openreach senior management 
and OfCom can be persuaded, the big conurbations will remain the 
business priorities, leaving rural communities excluded. 

A palliative solution would be to fund the ducting through Wallingford 
bridge during 2010. Actions :-  

1. Malcolm Lockyer will continue to pursue upgrading existing 
good lines (removing old line conditioning equipment) to basic 
broadband serviceability. 



2. Neil Blake will revalidate the original “broadband orphans” list, 
and endeavour to include RAF Benson’s non-MOD 
requirements also, to reflect the current need situation. He will 
provide a personal commentary for Malcolm Lockyer on any 
known subscriber with major needs, and also any existing 
subscribers who might be able to live with only basic phone 
service (PSTN).   

3. Neil Blake will run a village-wide survey of existing usage and 
demand. 

4. Neil Blake will formally engage South Oxfordshire District and 
County Councils to make the highest level representations to 
OfCom and Openreach to ensure their rural communities are 
expressly raised to the top of fibre-optic roll-out priorities. 

5. Neil Blake will again seek ways with South Oxfordshire 
District and County Councils to enable more Wallingford 
Bridge duct space but this is not presently worth pursuing 
without further confirmation from Openreach. 

Neil Blake 

Derry's Den Christmas Shopping Day 

Tuesday 24 November 2009 open 9 am – 8 pm 
10% off everything 
Join us for drinks and nibbles 

Sue Hill 
  





Friends of Wallingford Hospital 

The Friends of Wallingford Hospital are holding a Christmas coffee 
morning on Thursday 3 December at Wallingford Hospital from 10:00 
– 12:00 noon. As well as serving coffee there will be a cake stall.  

The Friends of Wallingford Hospital raise money during the year to 
provide the patients with items not available from the NHS. These can vary 
from daily newspapers, special beds to modern televisions for each ward 
with individual earphones. The patients, many of them elderly, are often in 
the hospital for weeks at a time and the extras make such a difference to 
their stay. Please support your local hospital. 

 ___+++___+++___+++___+++___+++___+++___+++___+++___+++__

Ewelme Church invites everyone 

to a performance of 

Handel's MESSIAH 

conducted by Dr Will Orr 

in Ewelme Church 

on Sunday 6 December starting at 6:30 pm 

--------------- 

Choir, soloists, orchestra 

Mince pies and mulled wine in the interval 

Admission free, but donations to Ewelme Church welcome 

----------------- 

Anyone wishing to sing with the choir should attend the rehearsal at 2 pm 



A Christmas Special 
The entire proceeds of this event will be used to continue fitting the kitchen at the 

Limuru Children’s Centre, Nairobi, Kenya 

An evening of live entertainment                  
Mulled wine and nibbles on arrival

AND 
A two course, hot home-made supper from locally sourced 

produce 

all for £15 
Pay Bar and Raffle - wonderful prizes 

Saturday 19 December 2009  
7 for 7:30 pm 

AT 

The Village Hall, Ewelme, Oxfordshire 
Tickets from: Sandra Ayling - 01491 834 556 (Mob: 07814 387 211) 

Cynthia Winfield - 01491 835 687    or     Gemma Benoliel – 01491 838 849 
(gemma@benoliel.com) 

A Christmas Carol 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens adapted and performed by John 
Bromley-Davenport in the old Theatre at Troy, Old London Road, 
Ewelme, OX10 6PY. 
4 and 5 December at 7:30 pm 
Tickets £20 each 
Tel: 01491 839 259 or contact TRuckKeene@redcross.org.uk 

Tanya Ruck-Keene 
  



Ewelme Watercress 
Beds Local Nature 

Reserve 

Guided Walks  
First Sunday each month 

Please meet at the Watercress Centre at 10:30 am 

6 December and 3 January 

DVD of old watercress industry, photos and an historic 
tools display followed by guided walk through the upper 

and lower sites of the nature reserve. 

Coffee available afterwards 
   

Adults £2 accompanied children free 
- Friends of the Watercress Beds free entry -   

No dogs allowed, except guide dogs 
Stout footwear advisable  

Watercress Beds Centre, High St, Ewelme 
Further information telephone Ann on 01491 835 173



Village Diary 
All events will be held in Ewelme Village Hall unless stated otherwise. 

Sat 21 Nov Village Hall Race Night, starting at 6:30 pm 
Tue 24 Nov Derry’s Den open day in Benson 
Thu 26 Nov Police Surgery at Benson Village Hall, 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
Fri 27 Nov Preschool Christmas Sale Evening, 6:30 – 9:30 pm 
Sat 28 Nov Wine tasting evening with FOES, 8 pm 
Wed 25 Nov Watercress Management meeting at the Cress Centre, 7 pm 
Tue 1 Dec Pram Service in the church, 2:00 pm 

Village Store late opening and lights ‘switch on’, 6 – 8 pm 
Thu 3 Dec Coffee Morning at Wallingford Hospital from 10 am 
Fri 4 Dec ‘A Christmas Carol’ at Troy, 7:30 pm 
Sat 5 Dec ‘Pork Day’ at the Village Store, all day 
  ‘A Christmas Carol’ at Troy, 7:30 pm 
Sun 6 Dec  Guided walks, Watercress Centre, 10:30 am 

Messiah performance at Ewelme Church, 6:30 pm 
Wed 9 Dec Parish Council meeting, 7:30 pm 
Thu 10 Dec Elm Club, 2 pm 
Sun13 Dec Christingle service at Ewelme Church, 4 pm 
Wed 16 Dec Carols at the Shepherd’s Hut, Roke and Benson Band, 7 pm 
Sat 19 Dec Christmas Special for Limuru Children’s Centre, 7 pm 
Sun 20 Dec Nine lessons and carols at Ewelme Church, 6 pm 

2 0 1 0 
Sun 3 Jan Guided Walks, Watercress Centre, 10:30 am
Tue 5 Jan Pram Service in the church, 2:00 pm 
Wed 13 Jan Parish Council meeting, 7:30 pm 
Thu 14 Jan Elm Club, 2 pm 
Sat 30 Jan The Friends Annual Quiz, 7 pm 

Final copy date, please,  

Friday 8 January 2010 
to pjlemaire@aol.com or Firethorn Cottage 

Cover picture of pampas (or elephant) grass that is a symbol to me of 
autumn having arrived again. 


